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PREFACE 


In this little volume an attempt has been made to unite 
four things of supreme importance to the up-to-date 
modern-language teacher : 

1. A text of great interest. Only those who have 
been through the drudgery of studying by conversational 
methods a text full of dry complicated sentences and 
wholly devoid of humour and human interest, can 
appreciate the prime necessity of this in the modern 
classroom. 

2. A text having a distinct connexion with first- 
class literature. Too long the reproach has been thrown 
at us that a boy on the classical side studies masterpieces, 
whereas on the modern side he has to do only too often 
with works of an eighth or ninth rate order. 

3. A text unencumbered with grammatical notes or 
translations. The placing of the former in a modern 
textbook is a crime. Just when by careful questioning, 
some leading grammatical law is about to be elicited 
from the class, the rumour will circulate, “It’s in the 
notes,” and all the skilled labour is thrown away, for 
thal> which is educed is never forgotten, whilst that 
which is read vanishes within the hour. Similar 
obstacles are presented by the translation of idioms or 
difificult passages. 
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4. A text accompanied by such exercises as shall 
suffice to test whether the work read has been mastered, 
whether its phraseology has been learnt, its idioms 
grasped, and its general content so acquired that a 
pupil can apply it not only in connexion with this 
particular author, but also in his ordinary German 
practice. 

The text adopted is that of the complete works 
published by Cotta, and edited in thirty-six volumes by 
Karl Goedeke (Stuttgart, 1840), The spelling has been 
brought up to date, however, and one or two slight 
omissions made in order that the book might be used 
by all classes of readers. In every fourth exercise 
material is provided for free composition. 

SYDNEY H. MOORE. 

Welling, 1909. 



INTRODUCTION 


I. 

It is possible to know a great deal about Goethe and 
yet never to have read nor even to have heard of the 
Siirger general. For Goethe was a man possessed of 
powers so infinitely diverse that his second or third rate 
works would alone suffice to build up a very considerable 
reputation for a lesser man. And yet, however much 
this little comedy may to-day be ignored, there can be 
no possible denial of the masterly way in which its slender 
materials are collected and welded together. Even so 
learned and conservative a critic as Goedeke is con- 
strained to admit that in Slnlage unb 
iff ber SSurgergeneraf ein 2K:ufter= unb ajleifterftiid 
Goethe himself, thirty-five years after its first appearance, 
and at a time when his critical insight was at its keenest, 
remarked to Eckermann that the SSurgergeneral ‘'was, 
in its day, a very good drama, and that there was 
"throughout the piece that conciseness and sense of 
actuality which is the ideal of all dramatic art.” ^ It must 
also have had no small popularity at the time, for we 
read that the deepest interest was manifested in it on the 
fifteen occasions when it was produced at the Weimar 
theatre, that Jacobi, Herder, and Heinrich Meyer all 
applauded it, and that no less a genius than Schiller set 
^ November 15, 1828. 
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about composing a farce with Schnaps as the leading 
figure — although unfortunately the attempt was finally 
consigned to that large mass of literary fragments always 
associated with the name of Schiller. 

Something will be said below of the criticism and even 
abuse which have been launched against this lively little 
jeu (Tesprit^ but for the present it is sufficient to state 
that in the Surgergcneral we have Goethe’s nearest 
approach to pure comedy. Boundless as was his admira- 
tion for Moliere/ the art of Moliere was not his art. The 
‘‘high seriousness” of life and letters was too omni- 
present a reality to him. Such high seriousness, however, 
by no means rendered him inhuman or superhuman. 
That he could in actual life unbend and show himself 
friendly and genial and unassuming, innumerable in- 
stances may be found in his biography by all who list. 
That in letters, in addition to all his other majestic and 
magnificent powers, he could yet seize on the veritable 
elements of comedy and produce in eight days (two days 
-less than was occupied in writing Xhe Merry Wives of 
Windsor and seven less than Le$ Fdckeux) a brilliant 
and charming satirical farce of low life, the SSutget- 
gcneral is a standing proof. It is not perhaps a master- 
piece (notwithstanding the verdict of the eminent critic 
previously cited), and it never was claimed as such by 
its author ; but it does focus for us with humour and 
irony and naturalness, and no small amount of playful- 
ness, a certain phase of German life during the period 
1791-1795; and for this reason, and for the unceasing 
interest which attaches to the great name of its author, 
the Surgergeneraf is worthy of more attention thSn it 
has as yet received from all lovers of German literature. 

^ cf. e.g. his noble words to Eckermann, May 12, 1825. 
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IL 

At ten o’clock in the evening of June iS, 1788, 
Goethe arrived in Weimar from Italy. The Weimar he 
had so gladly quitted nearly two years earlier, however, 
existed for him no longer. Before his long journey he 
had been President of the Chamber, President of the 
War Department, chief adviser of the Duke, a minister 
overburdened with anxieties, a man of letters in whom 
fine frenzy and lofty imagination had been trammelled 
and confined by too long continued attention to affairs 
of state. When he returned, all was changed. For over 
twenty months he had been free. At his own request he 
had been relieved of his high official positions, merely 
retaining, at Carl August’s desire, a seat on the Council 
‘'whenever his other affairs shall allow him to attend.” 
In the land of light and ancient splendour his whole 
outlook had been changed. He had gone through a 
“new birth,” metne 2Biebergeburt. New ideals had laid 
hold upon him. Stillness, dignity, harmony, awe, were 
terms to which he now attached great and novel mean- 
ings. ®gmont Safjo, themes he had for 

so long wrestled with in vain, now became vibrant with 
life ; they were quickly recast, remoulded, and given 
forth to the world. Q^auft, too, modelled and remodelled 
incessantly since the old Strassburg days, now passed 
through a fresh stage of its evolution. Goethe returned 
to Weimar as a giant conscious of and exulting in his 
strength. 

Weimar, on the other hand, had remained the small 
provincial Residenzstadt it had always been. Its stilted 
court ceremonial, its petty jealousies, scandals, squabbles, 
its self-consciousness, its dullness, its esprit horne^ had 
altered in no whit. Between the Weimaraner and this 
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new Goethe what tie of sympathy could exist? The 
Geheimrat was “reserved/^ the people of Weimar were 
“ stupid ” 1 What were they to think of so silent and 
austere a beayty as that of ? Both poet and 

poems were wholly unsympathetic ” to them, and from 
the very first day there developed a coolness towards 
Goethe and, to a certain extent, a boycotting of his 
society which rendered his life extremely solitary until 
the commencement of his memorable friendship with 
Schiller in 1794. Not until the publication of §ermann 
unb ®orot!^ea three years later did he win back the 
affection and devotion of his neighbours againd 


III. 

The Surgergenerd, ein i 3 ufti>iel in einem Sluf^nge ; 
atneite Sortfe^ung her beiben SSilletg, appeared anony- 
mously in 1793, but was almost immediately acknow- 
ledged as his own work by Goethe. For both its literary 
and circumstantial origin we must turn to France. In 
the year 1779 a comedy had been published by Florian, 
the fabulist and dramatist, entitled Les Deux Billets. 
Finding that the little plot had hit the fancy of the public, 
two continuations of it were vTritten in 1782 and 1783, 
entitled respectively Le Bon Menage and Le Bon Fere. 
The first two parts of this gay trilogy were speedily 
Germanized (in 1782) by Christian Leberecht Heyne, a 
subordinate writer who under the 710771 de guerre of 
Anton Wall was accustomed to serve up to German 
theatre-goers those Parisian titbits which they so much 

1 It is needless here to go into the Vulpius affair. Even when due 
allowance is made for all the feeling engendered by that important 
event, however, it is certain the "boycotting would have continued 
without it. 
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loved. Les Deux Billets thus became ®ie Beiben 95illet§, 
ober ber uberliftete SorfbarBter ; Stac^fBiele in einem 
Slufguge. With the German version of Le Bon Minage 
we have here no further concern. 

Heyne’s Nachspiel was an immediate success. Gorge 
and Rose (Florian’s Arlequin and Argentine) made a 
charming pair of lovers, whilst Schnaps (possibly an 
unlucky anagram of the ^original ‘‘Scapin”!) became, in 
the hands of the actor Beck,^ a universal favourite. 
Thereupon Heyne, displaying considerable skill, scribbled 
off a continuation to his own piece, entirely independent 
of Florian’s two sequels, which he called ©tatutn= 
Baum ; erfte Sortfe^ung ber Betbert SiHetg. Whether 
the word erfte indicates that he purposed writing yet 
another sequel, it is impossible to state. What is 
certain is that the Stammbaum, in which a fourth 
character is introduced in the person of Marten, was 
received as cordially as its predecessor. 

In 1790 the Weimar theatre, which had lain in ruins 
for years as the result of a fire, was rebuilt and re-opened, 
having Goethe as its first “ Intendant.” The great poet 
was thus speedily brought into connexion with many 
actors and many dramas, and amongst others with the 
actor Beck and with Anton Walks two comedies. Hence 
it came about that, as he tells us in the r^amBagtie in 
grartfretd^, found my mind so taken up with that 
rascally Schnaps, that a great desire seized me to give 
him yet another lease of life.” This desire he earned 
out in April 1793, and on May 2, SDer SSurgergeneral ; 
gtoeite 3^ortfe|uug ber Betben S 3 illet§ was staged, for 
the^rst time, at Weimar. 

In writing his sequel, Goethe enjoyed this considerable 

^ cf. Goethe’s praise of him in this role (2ag= itnb f]faf)te§l3efte, 

1793)* 
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advantage over Heyne, that no exposition whatever was 
needed, all the characters (save the two new ones he 
introduced, the Edelmann and the Richter) being already 
widely known and beloved. Yet the difference between 
the work of the two men is too great to be thus explained 
away. Florian’s and Heyne’s plays are the usual light 
comedy of intrigue and roguery. By adding to this the 
historical background of his age and showing at least one 
of the effects of the French Revolution in Germany, 
'Goethe converts the trifling mumming of an hour into 
what he himself called a Jcad^bilbuitg be§ ^ 

portrayal of some of the events which exercised men’s 
minds in 1 793. Throughout he manifests a decided inde- 
pendence of handling as regards the work of his pre- 
decessor. ‘‘I have treated it,” he writes in a letter to 
Jacobi, “ in such fashion that it may be produced quite 
independent of the other two.” 

It is in his manipulation of the dialogue, however, 
that the hand of the master is most clearly perceived. 
Nothing more sparkling is to be found in the whole range 
of Goethe’s accomplishment. Having at his side the 
actor Beck, and realizing by daily practical experience 
the actual needs of the theatre, he succeeds in composing 
a dialogue that never once flags. Sentences, ejaculatory 
phrases, sometimes a word only, trip one upon the heels 
of another, until we are irresistibly reminded of the 
brilliant fireworks of Congreve or the dazzling perfection 
of Marivaux. Not that the repartee in the Siiirger^ 
general is brilliant ; Goethe never makes that mistake. 
His peasants are peasants, Sauern of an altogether 
unmistakable type. But he would seem to have gone on 
the principle of loquaiitxir, in order that the after- 

play might be one unceasing flow of merriment and 
laughter. And it is no wonder we find Schiller, twelve 
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years later, speaking of “the favour which it encounters 
and which is its due.” ^ 


IV, 

Quite a battle has been waged around the 39utger= 
general/ concerning the way in 'which Goethe has there 
spoken of the French Revolution. Varied have been 
the grounds of attack. Goethe should not have exposed 
to ridicule a representative, even though he were but a 
soi-disant one, of the struggling patriots of France. The 
French Revolution was too great a subject to be made a 
mock of. The character of Schnaps is an insult to any 
nation. Son role n^est pomt tme parodie ; dest nn 
travesiissemenf^ writes Guizard, and he concludes a slash- 
ing attack with the sneer : Si Von 7ne dlt que le clioix d!un 
tel sujet decele dans so?i auteur esprit leger^ une philo- 
Sophie moqueuse^ 2 m pez^i d i7idiffer€7ice ei d^mcredulite^ fe7i 
convie7idrai sans peme, ScJtiller d edi point fait le Ciioye?i 
GkniraL And Gervinus brings up his heavy guns on the 
point that the great movements of any age should only 
be treated in literature with wholly destructive satire or 
with cordial welcome and recognition ; they should never 
receive a merely ironic greeting. 

Much ink would have been saved if more attention 
had been paid to Goethe’s real attitude towards the 
French Revolution and to his real object in writing 
the SlirgetgetxeraL It is totally untrue to state that be- 
cause in the early nineties Goethe wrote such fragmentary 
pieces as the the 39urgergeneral, and the 

^ January 1805. In the same letter Schiller proposes various 
abbreviations in the Surgergeneral, especially as regards the moraliz- 
ing of the Edelmann. Goethe in his reply agrees to try and make 
them ; but he never did so. 
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Slufgeregten, he was ignorant of, or indifferent to, the im- 
mense scope and meaning of the Revolution. ‘‘ From 
1785 onwards,” he says, “my mind was wholly occupied 
with the world-historic drama of the Present.” Writing 
in 1823 he speaks of the long years during which he 
has been studying, to the exclusion of other things, 
the progress and results of that Revolution, and of his 
gtengenlofeu SSemiil^ung to “grapple with that most 
terrible of all upheavals both in its causes and in its 
effects.” “When I look back across such a large tract 
of years I can clearly see how my wrestling with this 
incomprehensible subject for so long a time has crippled 
my poetic powers, and rendered them all but impotent.” 
He speaks of his lack of courage to complete his 
yiaturlid^e S^iod^ter because of the impossibility of grasp- 
ing the subject in all its vastness, and it is noteworthy 
that for a man who so greatly loved roundness and 
completeness in all his work, three of the comparatively 
few fragments he left bear on the Revolution — ®ie 
Slufgeregten, 2Jldb(i)en bon Dberfird^, and Sie 
naturlid|e Sod^ter. In 1824 he remarked that he had 
had the advantage of being alive at the time of the 
Revolution, and that without that great movement as an 
inheritance, Napoleon would never have attained to such 
eminence. On another occasion ( 182 7) he acknowledged 
its value in bringing about the romantic revival in French 
literature. 

In face of an attitude so consistent, much criticism 
falls to the ground. If Goethe had from the first run mad 
on the question like Coleridge or Blake or Southey, who 
so delighted as the critics ? But that was just what^ he 
would not do. His calm, steadfast doctrine of perfect- 
ibility w^as formed long before the Revolution arose ; and 
for its successful application every kind of violence and 
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disturbance of order required to be kept at a distance : 
Side Slpoftel fie tnaren mtr immet 

II n^adynettait dans la societS co?7ime dans la nature, says 
Bossert, que des transformatio7is graduelles et regulieres. 
Struggle and conflict he recognized, but it was in the 
individual, not in the nation. fei ^eber floHenbet 
in fid). 

What was the real object of the SSiirgergenera'C he 
reveals in one of his conversations with Eckermann. 
“It is true,” he says, “I could be no friend of the French 
Revolution, for its horrors were too close to me and 
angered me daily and hourly, whereas its beneficent 
results were at that time not yet visible. Nor could I be 
indifferent to the fact that certain persons in Germany 
were trying to reproduce artificially scenes which in 
France were only the outcome of an inevitable 
necessity.”^ It was such persons, tbrige ober tudtfd)e 
Unpatxioten,^ whom in the Surgetgeneral Goethe 
sought to pillory. It was this “ artificial ” reproduction 
of scenes of bloodshed and insurrection against which his 
satire was directed. Not the patriots of France, not the 
members of the Jacobin Club even, but the Germans 
who, trading on the simplicity or the fears of their 
ignorant landsmen, endeavoured to bring about heartburn 
and violence and riot all over their country, were the 
originals of the arch-vagabond Schnaps, Citoyen General. 

- Letter to Bertuch, June 6, 1793. 


^ January 4, 1S24. 




Dcr ^iirgergencral 



Perfonen 

gtofe. ©C%na))§. 

©ijrge. 9iiii|ter- 

m.atten. Sauenx. 

S)er ®belmatxn. 

®er ©(i)aubtafe xft tn SDldrteng §aufe, inie in ben 
porisen ©tiiden. 
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Der 3ur^^rgcncral 

©in Suftfl^iet in einem Slnf 5 uge 

3ti3eite fyortfe^ung hex. beiben 5BiEet§ 

u mmtt 

3fiofe. (Borge. 

(ber sum §au]e mit einem Sfied^eii j^erau§£ommt, fbrid)t 

auxiicf). ^orft bu, liebe 9i5ie? 

Oldfc (bic unter bte s^iixe trttt), 9te(^t Iteber 

®ori5e 1 

ge^e auf bte SLBieje unb jtel^e SKauI^ 
tr)utf§l^anfen auSeinanber. 

©ut. 

0dtge+ §ernad) icE), tcie eg cmf bem Slcfer 
angfie^t. 

9ldfc* ©c^on! Unb bann Jommft bu anfg 
^rautlanb unb gxdbft unb ftnbeft mtdb ba mit bem 
grii^ftucJ. 

Unb ba fe|en tt)ir ung sufammen unb 
laffen eg ung fdE)meifen. 

5Du fottft eine gute ©itbbc tiuben. 

SBenn fie nod) |o gut todte 1 Su mu^ 
miteffen, fonft fd^metft fte mir nif^t 

9ldfe. SEUir gel}fg ebenfo. 

9titn leb too't}!, 3i:ofel 

^bje bteibt ftel^en, fiebt fid) um; fie tuerfen fief) ^ub= 
l^anbe ju, ex £et)rt s^iriid.) 

edtge^ §bre, m]e I — bie Seute teben tein mal}r 
SBort. 


(0 07) 


17 


2 



der BURGERGENERAL 

9ldfc* Selten toenigften§. 2Bie fo? 

©te fagen, al§ mann unb gt-au tette 
man fti^ nic^t ntel^r fo Ikh, mie borl^er. @g ift 
mcf)t ma^r, Dldfe. 3Bie lange l^aben mir un§ fd^on? 

9iafc* Smbtf 3Bo(^en. 

©dtgc, SSal^rtiaftig! Unb ba ift tmmer no* 
©orge unb 9ib§d)en, unb 9tb§ct)en unb ©urge lute 
burlier. 9tun leb toot)!! 

Seb ivo'i^u SBie oft l^aben toir ba§ nicbt 
f{f)on gefagt! 

(entfernt Unb toie oft toerben ioir 
noc£) fagen! 

O^ 0 fe> Unb mt§ immer toteber fu(^en unb ftnben. 

15 mv^c (ftirte fteiienb). ®a§ ift eine Suft ! 

3cf) fomme gletc^ nad). Seb tvo't}ll 

(gei^cnb). fieb tooJ^I! 

fftoH (unter ber Siire). ©orge! 

(aurucffommenb). 2Ba§ gibf § ? 

20 9l0fe+ ®u I}aft tva§ bergeffen. 

©drge ([td^ anfei^enb). 2 Ba§ benn? 

JHofc (ibm entsegenfbringenb). 3^ocf) etneu ! 

Siebe Otofe ! 

Sieber ©brge! (^iiffenb.) 


2. mntiit 

S)ie SDorigen. S)cr ©bclTnann. 

©bclittitnn^ Srab, tl}r Stnber! Stab! an eucf) 
merft man ntcf)t, bag bte 3eit bergci^t. 

<^0rgc. 2Bir mer!en^§ and) nxd)t, gndbiger §crr. 
mu (bebeutenb). 6ie loerben^S and} balb ntd)t 
30 met)r merfen. 



DER BURGERGENERAL 19 

3 Bte fo? 

SJlad^eu 0 ie nnx fein (Se^eiutntg baxaix» ! 

•— ©ie ift ja fo l^xibfc^. 

<gt)eltnann (idd^etnb), SBer? 

§m ! ^tofe, bn rec^t. Sa tool^l, s 

red)t ^ixbfdf}. 

OfldfCt Unb ©te ftnb auc^ fo ein ft^bner junger 
§ert. 

<ibeitn<ttttt+ ©brge! barf fie ba§ fagen? 

©orge* Se^t el^ex al§ fonft. Senn ic^ toiT^ ttur 10 
gcftel^en, id} bin oft eiferfud)tig anf ©ie getoefen. 

Su j^afd^ and) Urfad)e ge’:^abt. Sibfe 
gefiei mix immex. 

©te fc^ergen, gndbiger §err. 

©otgc* ®§ ift mix nux imntex gax exnftlid^ 15 
boxgefommen. 

®x ^at tnid^ oft genng gcqudit* 

Uttb fie mic^ and}. 

©j»el»n(tnn* Unb fe^t ? 

ift Sftbfe tneine gxau, unb ic^ bente, 20 
eine xed^t bxabe gxau. 

^t^cimann* ®a§ ift getox§. 

9 flbfe (bebeutenb). Unb ©ie? — 

© 5 )eCtttantt+ 9 lun ? 

©btge (mtt SBiidiingen). ®axf man gxatuliexen ? 25 

©^cltttantt> SBoju? 

atofe (fidfi neigenb). SSenn ©ie^§ ni(i)t ungndbig 
net)men tooICeit. 

©bxgc* ©ie toexben aud^ balb ein aEextiebfteB 
S[Seib(^en I}aben. 30 

$a^ i{^ nic^t ioii^te. 

9 ldfc> tx)emg Shagen leugnen ©ic e§ nid)t 

mef}x. 

©btgc^ Unb fie ift fo ItebenSmuxbig. 



20 DER EtiRGERGENERAL 

(^^eitnc^nn^ SHier benn ? 

tJldfe-.. fjrdulem Caroline, bie neulic^ mit ber 
alten Zante ijiev gum fficfud^e toat. 

(^•b0ttn(tnn> Salter l^abt il^r euren %xQXoo't)n ? 

5 2 Gte t]^r fein fcib ! 

St^ bdd^te bodf), fo ettoa§ Ite|c ftd^ 

emfel^en. 

9 ldfe* ift xed)t fd^on, ba^ ©ie fit^ auc^ t>er= 
l^eirateu. 

lo Ttan tpirb ein gang anbrer @te 

tx)erben'§ fel^en. 

gefdHt mir'§ erft gu §aufe. 

IXtib td^ metne, ic^ tndre babritt im 
§aufe geboren. 

15 Didfe^ Unb toenn ber SSater bie geitungen lieft 
unb fit^ um bie SBelt^dnbel befummert ba britcfen 
txix einanber bie §dnbe. 

©drgc* Hub trenn ber Sllte ftc^ betriibt, ba^ e§ 
brau^en fo mitb gugel^t bann ru(fen toir ndljer 
20 gufammen unb freuen xtn§, bafe e§ bci un§ fo 
friebtid^ unb rul)ig ift. 

^t»dtnann4 S)a§ Sbefte, toag il^r tun fount. 

Unb toenn ber 2 }ater gar nit^t bcgreifen 
faun, mie er bie frangdftfd^e station au§ ben ©d()ulben 
25 retten n)itt, ba fag^ id^ : ©brge, mir tooHen unB nur 
I)uten, ba§ toir feine ©d)ulben ma(^en. 

Unb toenn er au|er fic^ ift, ba§ man 
aHen Ceuten bort il^re ©liter unb i^r ffiermogen 
nimmt, ba iiberlegen toir gufammen, toie toir ba§ 
30 ©iitdben oerbeffern tooEen, ba§ toir Oon bem Sottogelbe 
gu faufen gebenfen. 

feib gefd^eite funge 2eute. 

Unb gtudEIidE). 

S)a§ l^dr^ icb gem. 
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©te merben^’g autf) balb erfal^ren. 
dioU* S)a§ tDirb txJteber erne Suft auf bem 
©c^Ioffe toerbenl 

21I§ mie Sebgeiten ST^rer feitgen 
®la:na. 5 

JHofc^ ber man tmmer lief, menu jemanb 
franf mar. 

Sie etnem fa guten ©f:)iritu§ auflegte, 
menu man etne ffieule gefto^en 

9 ildfc> ®ie fa gute 6alben taitpte, menn man lo 
ft{^ aerbrannt l3atte. 

<s:*i>cim(tnn> SBenn ic^ l^eirate, miH td^ mid) nad) 
einem Q^raixen^immer nmfe^en, bic i^r dl^nlic^ ift. 
i^ot^c^ S)ie ift fd^an gefunben. 

3df) benP§. ©ePn ©ie nid^t bbfe, gndbiger 15 
§err, ba| mir fo loarlant finb. 

SBir Ibnnm’^ abet nid^t abmarten — ■ 
Oldfc-. ©ie fo gln(fli(^ 5U fe]^en at§ un^. 

©ie miiffen nic^t Idnger gdgern. 

Sfldfe* <S§ ift oeriorne S^it. 20 

^dtgc> Unb mir l^aben fd^an ben SDoxfbutng. 

3 Bir ma'llen fel^en. 


3 . 

^Sie 2}origen, aJldrten am f^cnfter. 

5??3:atiett+ Stafel 9tdfe! S®a bleibt ba§ grul^ftud? 
9l0fc^ ®Ieid) ! ©leic^ ! 25 

Maxim* id^ fd)on micber marten 1 (S)a§ 

genfter ^u.) 

9fldfc+ ®cn Slngenbtid. 

33ta{^ nnr, 9tafe. 

®a merb' id) au§gefcf)md(t. 


30 
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(gbettn(tnn+ ©aratt ift her jc^ulb, ixber beat 
ic^ eu(i) extappt^. berga^ and) barilber mein 
SBilbbret. 

g^reuttblic^feit ift fc^ulb, gndbiger 

5 §etr ! 

3a iDol^I. 3d) bergafs batuber ben 2}ater. 
Unb ic^ 2Giefe, 3lder unb ^rauttanb. 

(gbettnamt-.. 3tun benn, j[ebe§ aitf feincn 3Beg ! 

(Unter tiDed^feXfeitigen Begrii^ungert an tjerfdjtebenen Sciten ab, . 

lo iinb 3?;b]e in§ §aii§.) 

4. mtftntt 

3D^dtteTi§ ©tube, mit einem Bautin, einigen ©d^rdnfen, cinem 
5tifd5 mit ©tixbten. 5ln ber ©eite ein fyenfter. ©egenixber eine 
ongelel^nte Seitex. 

2 ?tarten. 3iofe. 

15 Sfibfe, tvo bift bit? 

§ier, 2}ater. 

Wftaticn* 2Bo bleibft bn? 

®er gndbigc ^err fam ^gcgangen, nnb 
tnie er fo gut ift, fd^nmljte er mit un§. 

20 3?ldt?tett+ Unb mein i?affce? 

(auf ben ^amin bcutenb). ©tel}t l^icr. 

mattrn. Sa§ fel^^ id). Slber bic a)litd}? 

3 f^ tuatm. (©e^t nad) bem ©d)rattfc, 

offnet ibn mit einem ©(btuffel be§ 33unbe§, ba§ fie anbeingen 

25 bat, nimmt 9fiabm berau§ iinb febt ibn in ben ^amin.) 

(inbeffen). gfiofe, ba§ ift nic^t l)ubfd}. 

Ofldfe (bef(baftigt). SBa§ benn, 33atet? 

SJildtrien* bu mid) gang unb gar itber 

©brgen bergi^t. 

30 (mxe oben). 2Bie fo ? 

SDlit il^m l^aft bu geblaubert; fur il^n 
l^aft bu geforgt. 
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3lud^, SSater. ^d) l^ab^ if)m ein SSutterBrot 

gegebert. 

matUn* goir xt)n attein forgft bn. 

bod^! gut @ud) fo gut, tok fur 

5 

V^avtcn^ Hub boc^ t)erf|)tad)ft bu mir, tnenn 
td^ btd^ l^eiraten lie^e — 

SRdfe^ ©oEte alle§ bletbeu t)or rtie nadf). 
matUn* §dttft bu nun SBort? 

SRdfc* ©etrtB- §tet ift bet Saffee. 10 

9?lattett* Sift bu alle SDtotgen gteid^ bet bet §anb 
ttie frnft? 

^dfc+ §iet ift bie 3!JliId)* (Sie lauft toieber natf) bem 
©c^ranfe.) 

Mavtcn* Hub mu^ idf} nidf)t auf atte§ iratten? 15 
§ict bie Saffe! bet Sdjfel! bet gucfetl 
SBoIlt gl^t audf) ein Suttetbtot? 

MatUn* Sein, uein. — Su bleibft mit bie 
Slntoott fd^ulbig, 

9idfc (auf ba* rvi'uCjftiic! beutenb). §iet ftel^t fiC. 20 

(£§ mag gut fein. (Bx^at}U mh etmaS! 
g(i) mu^ fott. 

<Sc^on triebet. 

Oiofe^ ©otgen bie ^nppe btingen, bet mag ben 

^affee nid^t 25 

Waxtm* 2 Satum i^t et fie nid^t gu §aufe? 

9 ildfc+ (St mill erft ma§ atbeiteu. Sluf bem 
,fitautlanbe ^at et eine Saube gebaut, ba mad3eu 
mit ein geuetd^en an, mdtmetx bie Suppe unb t)et= 
gel^ten fie miteinanbet. 30 

©0 ge^ l^in! ift bod) nid^t anbet§. 
SBie meint gt)t? 

maxim* Satet unb 3)iuttet betla^t d)t unb foigt 
bem 3Jtanne naPp. 
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©0 foll'y la fern. 

©ef) mir! 

9iofe+ 3u SDHttag foEt QCjr ein gut fiffen l^aben; 
ic^ fage mt^t, mag. 

5 S0fldrtm-. ©ct)on ted^t. 

^Rdfc* ©eib md}t berbrieEUd}. 

SD^attm^ 3tem bod^ ! 

©0 febt 

mattca^ ©ej^ nur! 3 d) tomme and) 'tjinau^. 

5. mmtt 

10 2)1 art en aHein, ft^enb unb txinfcnb. 

ift gut, ba§ fie gel^t. ©d^ixapS fagte mir 
geftern im SJorbeige^n : trenn bic ^inber im ^Qlbe 
mdren, iroEte cr mic^ befiid^en unb mir biel 3teue§ 
er3df)len. — ®in bertracfter ^eri, ber ©d^napS! 
15 2tEe§ meiE er ! — SCSenn er nur mit ©orgen beffer 
ftdnbe! Slber ber l^at gefd^moren, tnenn er il^n 
mieber im §aufc trifft, triE er il^n lebermeii^ fcf)tage:x. 
Unb ©urge I}dlt fein SBort. — ©in guter ^urfc^ ! 
ein l^eftiger Surfd^ ! — 3df) l^ore ma§. (2in ber Sure.) 
20 §a! §a! ©d^nab§ — ®a ift er fa. 

6 . SJttftntt 

SOIdrten. 8d^nat)§. 

(bcreinfetienb). (©eib 3^)^ aEein, Skater 

Eftartin ? 

Etnr l^erein ! 

25 (einett bereinfe^enb). ©drgen falfid} 

getien; ift Iftdfe nad^? 

^dxicn* ©ebatter ©c^nab§. 2Bie immer. 

®a bin ic^. 
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Maticm S'^r fetb borfid^tig. 

Sa§ ift bte erfte Sitgenb. 
mavtcn* 3Bo tommt 3^r l^er? 

§m ! §m I 

m’avtcn* ©eit ac^t £agen I)at man Sud^ ni(f}t s 
gefe^en. 

g'Caub^ e§. 

5£R;attcn^ §abt au§ix)drt§ eine j?ur berric^tet ? 
^d}nap§* 33ater SUlartin! — Set) l^abe Jurieren 
gefernt. 

mdttcn^ ©e'temt? — 5tl§ menu S^)^ 
gu lernen braiitf)tet. 

^d)nap^* 3Jlan lernt nie au§. 

SDldttcn* ^'tjx ]eib befc^eiben. 

SSie atte gro^e 33tdnner. 15 

mdvUn^ "Run, n)a§ bie ©rbfee betxifft ~ ^'t}x 
feib ja tieiuer at^ tc^. 

^d)nap^^ 3}ater 931artm, babon ift bie 9^ebe 

nic^t. %bex fjiex ! l^ier ! (5luf bie <stirn beutenb.) 

^dxtetu Set) berftetje. 20 

^d^nap§>* Itnb ba gibf§ Seute in ber SBelt, bie 

bag in fd^d^en tniffen. 

SJldttou D)^ne S^eifel. 

Sa finbet man S^trauen — 

S^ glaub^g. 25 

0 <f)«a|?g+ Sa erfdl^xt man — 

93J:dttctt (ungebutbig). 2 Sa§ benn? ©agt! 

Unb extjdit Sluftrdge. 

^yidttcn^ ©ef(^lx)inb! 3Ba§ gibt'g? 

^ 4 )na;);ig (bebeutenb). 33lan mirb ein 3Jlann bon 3 ° 
©iriftu^. 

SPldticn> Sft^§ moglidt)? 

^d}nap§^ Sn tDenig Sagen erfaljxt St)i-''§- 

3cur gteidb ! ?lnr I}eraitg bamit I 



26 DER BURGERGENERAL 

tami nifijt ©cf)on ba§ ift genug 

gefagt. 

MatUn (6ebenfadE)). ©ebatter — 

mnap^, 2Ba§ gibf § ? 

5 an! 

9iun ? 

3)laa?tm> ®erab^ in bie 3Iugen ! 

(^ipnap§* ©0 ? 

©c^arf ! 

lo ^^nap^* §enfer! ;3^) W 

SfJltcf) tnnnberf §, bag ;3gr metnen SSItcf ertragen Jonnt. 
maxim* §6rt ! 

^ipttap^* 3[Ba§ foE^§? 

2Bare ba», tva^ Jygr gu ergdglen gabt 
IS 2Bie ineint Sgr? 

matUn* 3Zic^t etJna toieber |o eine ^iftorte? 

SBie fbnnt Sgr fo benfen? 
maxim* Qber — 

<B^nap^* Slicgt bod^, S5ater Sftartin! 

20 9Jlattcn> £)ber bon ben bielen ©d^nd^fen, ©uren 
godjanfegnlid^en ffiotfagrcn ? 

®a§ toar ©dierg, tauter ©d)er 3 ! yinn 
fdngf§ an, ©rnft gu toerben. 
maxim* flfeergeugt mid)! 

25 ytnn benn! SBeil 

SPldtten+ dugcrft neugiertg. 

©0 gbrt! — ©inb ioir and) ficger? 
SOfldrtctt* ©ang gcJntg ! ©drge ift auf§ getb unb 
fftbfe gu igm. 

30 ^(pttap^ (mit 2}orberettung). ©^errt bie Dgreu auf! 
fperrt bie 3lugen auf! 

Spil&tten* ©0 mad}t benn fort! 

^ipnap^* 3gr gabt oft gegort. — ©§ laufc^t 
bod) niemanb? 
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Sltentanb. 

S)a§ bie hemtjmtm 
ift boc^ niemanb t)crftecB;? 

WtaxUn^r ©etoi^ nic^t ! 

^^nap^* ©eft^eite Scute in alien Sdnbem auf= s 
fuil)en, fennen, benu^en. 

©0 fagt man, 

?tun ift mein — ic^ ^oxe jemanb. 
MavUn,, 3tetn bad) ! 

^d)na)>^+ 3)hin 9iuf ixber ben Sfb^ein erfd^ollen — 10 
Sag t]t meti 

^^nap^* Hnb man gibt fid) fc^on feit einent 
l^alben ^dt)xe alle erbenttidie dftix^e ~ 

9!>ldttcu+ So \dt)xt nux fort! 

^Xpnap^* 3[}];i(^ fixr bie Sac^e bet 3^reti)eit unb 15 
©leid}'^eit gu getoinnen. 

9?ttirtcn* Sag mdre! 

9Jtan tennt in ?Parig meinen 2}er= 

ftanb — 

MdtUn* ©i 1 ©i 1 20 

33teine ©efct)xdCid)feit. 

SpfJdrten^. <^uriog ! 

Sd)na :|?^4 ©enug, bie §erren ^afobiner finb feit 
einem tjalhcn Salute um mid) I]erumgefd)U(^en, mie 
bie ^a^e xtm ben ]f)ei^en ®rei! 25 

-9Jldrtcn+ lann mid) nid)t genug bertoun* 

bern ! 

Sig man mid) bor ad)t Sagen in bie 

Stabt bcftedte. 

^dttcn* fotttet einen g^rembcn turieren, bcr 30 
bag Sein gebrod^en t)atte. So fagtet 

So t)atte man mir gefagt. 

9Jldtten+ SiSir immberten ung. 

^d}itixp§^ 3 d) and). 
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m^tUn^ benn nid^t and) in ber ©tabt 

(^'t)ixnxqm gebe? 

©enitg, id) taimberte mid) — unb gmg. 
fSlaxtcxu Sa I^abt gctan. 

s finbe meinert $aticuten. 

mmcn. mxtiid) ? 

Unb taic id) ben 2^u|3 aufbinbe — 

fffla^xictu 3lun ? 

cr \o gefunb tvk meiner. 
lo ^avUtu 2 Sa§ ? 

^^nap§^ 3'd) erftaune ! 
fatten* S)a§ glaub^ id). 

^ipxxap^^ Ser §err lad)t — 

SJlrtttcn^ dlatixxlid). 

15 ^^xtap^^ Uttb fdHt mir urn ben §al§, 
mdtim* 2fff§ mbglid}! 

Bd)ttap^^ 93 urger ©d3nap§ ! ruft cr au§. 
mavUxt. Siirger ^d)nap^ ? ba§ ift fiiriog ! 
9 Berteftcr Srxiber ! 

20 ^atiext* Hnb meiter? 

^^nap§f* ©emtg, er croffnete mir alle§. 

2 >l 5 :rtcn+ 3 Ba§ benn? 

Sa[3 er ein Slbgefanbtcr be§ Sci£obtner= 

Kub§ fei. 

25 fatten* 3 Bie fa^ cr benn ait§? 

2 Sie ein anbrer dFlenfd}. 

5 X)f^dticm §abt ®itd) nid}t bor bem 3Kanne 
gefurd)tet ? 

inic^ fur(^ten? 

30 9 ?latrtcn* Unb pdbi mit i^m gejbrot^en, inte mit 
®ure§greid)en? 

3 latitrlid^ 1 — Side 3)lenf(^en finb gtcic^. 
99 *ltittcn> ©0 fagt mir! 

3 Ba§, foil id} adeg treitidiifig erjdl^len? 
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maxim* ei gem, 

(Sr na'^m mtd^ in feme ©efeEfcfiaft auf. 
9Jlarten> 2Ste ging ba§ gu? 

Slit t)ieten (Scremonien, 

maxim* ®ie mod^f id^ Jniffcn. 5 

3^r fount atte§ fe'^en. 
maxim* SlBte fo ? 

^^nap^* ©ebt ac^t! §ter tm Sarbierfacfe trage 
i(^ bag gauge (Be!^eimni§. 

^ffg mbglic^? 10 

©(^aut '^er ! 

93lattctu Sa|t fe^eul 
<^^pnap§* (Sin§ nac^ bem auberu. 
aJlarten^ 3tur gu ! 

(ratf) eirter ^aitfe). (Srftli(^ umaruit^ er 15 
mic§ uo carnal. 

maxim* (Sin I}ofli(^er §err! 

Sa§ banf il^m ber §eufer! 
mu^te uicf)t — 

^^ttap§* Sanu bradgf er — (@r bungt date tote 20 
3)ru^e I^etOor.) 

maxim* ®a§ rote fetb ja Uin 

(Sl^emanu, 

Uugefd^icft ! — ®ie greil^eitSmu^c. 

Sa^t fe^en 1 25 

^ipttap^* Hub fe^te mir fie auf. ((5t fct?t bag 

^dbbdfier auf.) 

ft'^t f(^ua!tf(^ au§l 

<^ipnap^* fjeruer beu tftod. ((St jiet)! eme 3 'tatiDnaI= 
uniform tierbor.) 30 

mSixim* Sa§ ift etu fd&mu£fe§ ^Icib. 

<^nap§>* §etft mir, 2 }ater, eg ift ein bi^d)en fnabp. 
mhXim (inbem fie fic£] mit ^fnjie^jen plageai). D, bag 

ift eiue 3iot! bag gtodugt! 
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liebcx. 

5 ©dbeC? 

SJldtJtem 

maticn* 

10 SSJldtiett^ 
^^nap§* 

^atte - 


3)a§ ift bie Uniform ber 3^rei]^ett. 

®a ift mir meine meite ajaiterfacfe boc^ 

5lim fe!)t tier! 2Ba§ fagt ju bem 

©utl 

3tun bie ^ofarbe? 

3ft ba§ bie 9tationaUoEarbe ? 

fy^-'eilicf). (Stecft fie auf beu .§>iit.) 

9Sie fie ben atteu §ut nii^t ^iertl 
Srftod^tet 3^}^' jo eine tragen? 

(B^ fame brauf an. 

2Bie micf) ber grembe jo angegogen 


15 @r felbft? 

^^nap§^^ greitict). 2Bir bebienen je^t alfe ein* 
anber. 

S)a§ ift l^ixbfd). 

So fagte er — 

20 3cf) bin neugierig. 

f^d)nap^* 3ti3 fc^on oiele flier im Sanbe 
angeioorben — 

^drtcn^ So ift ba§ bod) nur^r. 

Stber feinen gefunben, aiif ben id) 
25 met)r 3}ertrauen fetjte, at§ auf ®uc^. 
aJldtten^ ®a§ ift fd)meid)erf)aft. 

So erfitttt nun meine §offnungen — 
ajldttcn^ Unb toie ? 

®et)t gu ®uren 3 ^^eRRi> 2 n unb mad)t fie 
30 mit unfern ©runbfd^en befannt, 

5pfldttcm Safet fie f)dren! 

©leid)! — Unb toenn 3^^ taufenb 

reblidie — 

SPtdttcn^ S^aufenb 3ieblid)e? Sa§ ift biel! 
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25o!)Iben!enbe unh bel^ergte Seute &ei= 
fammen i)dbt ~ 

MavUn* Slun ? 

(So fangt bie 5ftet)olution in (Bmem 
Sorfe an ! 2 

mdtien* unferm Sorfe? §ier, in unierm 
S)orfe ? 

Q^reiHc^ ! 

un§ ©ott! 

(gi! too benn? 10 

mdtUn* toa§ toeiB ®a ober boot! 

uberaU! 3hir nicf)t ^ier. 

§5rt nnr, nun fommt ba§ 2Bicf)tigfte. 
5KHttt»tctu 3i:oc^ long SBic^tigerg? 

Sangt bie 3iet)o(ution axt! fagte er. 15 

maxim* ©nab' un§ ©ott I 
^d^nap^* gebe ©ud} baju bbCige Stutoritdt 
unb mad)e ©uc^ Intermit — 
maxim* SBogu ? 

^6:fnap^* gum SurgetgenemL 20 

maxim* Suxn ©enemt ? — §err Sd&na|)§, §err 
©£^nab§ ! ba§ flingt nun faft toieber nacf) bem 
oftinbifc^en ®eneraIgDUt)erneur. 

StiEe I e§ ift nid^t 3 U fd^ergen. 
9P'lavten+ ©§ fd^eint. 25 

Hub gum geb' idf) ®ud^ biefen 

Sd^nurrbart — 

maxim* ©inexx Sd^nurrbart ? 

®en jeber Suxgergeneral tragen xnu§. 
maxim* ^ft'§ mbglid^! 30 

C^at ben (Sd^nurrbart angefjeftet), ^'t)X i)aht 
nun ein 3lnfe]^en — 
maxim* ^al^rl^aftig ! 

^ipnap^* ©ine Stutoritdt — 
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SJlatteju Sum 

Hub an ber ©^t|e ber 
ttjerbet 3^r SBunber tun. 

9;itavien« D^ue S^iei-fe^/ §^1^ ©eneral. 

5 $d)nat)S«. 3)lau fagt nldjt: §err ©eneral. 33ian 
fogt : 2)lein ©eneral ! SSiirgergeneral ! — ®§ ift f ein 
SDlenjc^ ein §err. 

SSJtattett* 3)lein ©eneral ! 

2Ba§ gibt"§, Siirger? 

10 SJlarten*. Sc£) bin nur ein SBauer. 

i£^na:^§» 20ir finb aEe Siirger. 

SWatim* ©0 fagt mir nur, mo ba§ l|inau§ miE? 

Unfre ©runbfa^e l^eifet man ba§. 

S®orauf e§ ^inau§ miE? 

IS ei^ttrtb§» 3a- 

a»att««* 3ti) bad^te faft, e§ ginge auf ©d£)Iage 

l^inauS. 

Slun mufet 31)0 l^oren — 

3Pfiat;tcn» SESa§ benn? 

20 (StfittdpS. ®ie ©runbfa^e, bie id) auSbreiten foE. 

aWarien* 2)ie '^atf id) ganj unb gar bergeffeu. 

®cf>tta)»§. §brt ! 

aJlfttiett (bet jufatKgcttoeiye im atuf= unb 3l&ge()en an ba§ 
genftet lommt). D me^ ! 

2 S 3[Ba§ gibf§? 

anartctt. §err ©eneral! 3Jiein ©eneral — ba 
lommt ©orge ben Serg Igerein. 

SEerfludit I 

spiattctt* §ert — mein ©eneral! ®r !^at cinen 

30 gro|en iprugel. 

(nact) bent genftet laufenb). 3d) in qroBer 
SSerlegen'^eit. 

awatden. ®a§ glaub’ id). 

3<d fui;d)te — 
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9W:atten> ©o fommt mtr'§ t)or. 

3)leint 31f)r ettx^a ©orgen? 

5!Jlattcn* 31etn boc^, bexi ^riigeL 

31id[}t§ in ber SBeft, a[§ berraten 3U 
toetben. 5 

flatten* Sa l^abt S'l^r rec^t. 

S)ie gutc ©adxe iniirbe leibetx, menu 
man unfre 3t6fi(^t gu [rii^ entbeefte. 

99ldttcn+ ©eiin^. 

SSerftecEt mte^ ! 10 

99>lat*tcn4. ©teigt anf ben So ben 1 

9^ur unter§ §eu. 

©ang rec^t. 

^^xten^ S^lur fort, §err ©eneral! Ser gfctnb 15 
ift in ber Sldlje. 

©ei'cfiininb ben ©acf i)er 1 (^r nimmt ben 

SBarbierfacf auf.) 

Wt^xUn^ • Sob't ! 

(inbem er bie Belter l^inaufftclgt). SSerratet 20 
mid) \a nidjtl 

Waticn^ 9le{n, netn ! 

llnb benft nid}t, ba^ ic^ mi(^ furdjtc. 
SJldticn* 3^id}t bod) ! 

Santer tj?lugl}eit! 25 

50idttcn^ Sie ift git loben. ?lnr gul 
<«d)ttd!|>^ (gang oben, inbem er Tbtnemfteigt), Canter 

mng^eit! 


(C 97) 


e> 
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^ mutiit 

9!)lartcn. Gotge mit einem ©tod. 

2Bo ift ber ©d^urfe? 
matUn* 2Ber ? 

3ft e§ ‘wdijt, 35ater? 

5 SP^attetu 2Ba§ benn? 

^ftbfe fagte mix, fie ba fie lx)eg= 

gegangen radre, ©dinabfexx in§ §aug fd)Ietc^en feljen. 

®r !am; id) l^abe t£)m abcr gleid^ bie 
SBege getoiefett. 

10 (^dtgc* ®a l^abt getan. W^dg^ 

it)m 3(rm unb Setn enigtoei, roemt id^ il^n Ijier 
antreffe. 

^latictt* bift gar gu aufgebrad^t. 

3Ba§? tiad^ alien ben ©treidjen? 

15 W^avtcxx* Sa§ ift borbei. 

®r l^at nod^ feme 3i:ul3e. S^bfe 

nteinc grau ift — 

flatten* 3[fia§ benn ? 

(^dvi 3 c+ §drt er nid^t aitf, un§ gu neden, nni 

20 gu bennrul^igen. 

Unb trie benn? 

£)a fagt er gu Sidjen im SJorbeigel^cn : 
©nten Slbenb, Stofe ! SBie 3^)^ bod^ aden Seuten in 
bie Slugcn ftcdbt! Ser Dfftgier, ber ba bnrd^ritt, l^at 

25 nad^ @ud) gefragt. 

5*Jldttcn> Sa§ !ann trol)! tx)al)r fein. 

SBag braud^t er^g trieber gu fagen ? S^ein, 
e§ finb lauter Sugen. 

2BaI)rfd^einItd^. 

30 0dtge+ ©r ift affe§ imftanbe. 

3d) glanb^§ toot}!. 

Unb 5ftdfe gibt il^m tmmer lna§ ah, trie 
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t^erbient, unb ber boie <^erl trdgf^ i%x nad). 
furcate, er tut un§ eineu ^Poffen. 

MavUtu ©0 bbfe ift er boc^ nidfjt. @r fpa^t 
nut. 

^dtgc+ (Bin fct)Dner xoid x^n aber 5 

treffen. 

Mdticn* 3ttmut btcj^ in ac^t! ba§ foftet ©trafe. 

S)ie bega'^b gem. IXnb ic§ toiW^ it}m 
gebenten, ba% er mt(f) jefet ron 3to]en iueggcfpretigt 
()at SSeun er nur uid^t gar braupezi bei ii^r ift ! 
©efc^roinb, gefc^toiub ! i{^ mu^ fort. {@ibg ab.) 


8. Slttfttitt 

3Tldrten, ^ernad^ iS(^rta|?§ 

WlatUn* Sin ©tiitf, bafg er il^n mtf)t rermutct! 
S)a§ I)dtte fc^one §dubel gefcb,t! (5im fyenfter.) 25ie 
er Cduft! Sr ift fc^on am Serge. 3lun faun uzcin 15 
©eneral mieber au§ bem §intert)a'(te tjerborfommeu. 

S§ ift bod^ !urio§, ba§ je^t bie fd^Iimmftcn Ceute 
immer in bie §d]^e tommen! SJlan Iieft’§ in alien 
geitungen. Ser ba oben taugt nun gang unb 
gar nid^tg, unb tommt gu fold^en S'£)ren 1 2Ber 20 
meiB, toa§ no(^ barau§ mirb ! S§ finb gefa(}rnd}e 
3eiten; mazt mei^ gar nid^t mel)r% toen man um 
fief) ^at. 3luf alle fydHc mitt icf) if)m f(^meid)eln. 

Sr nu|t mir moP mieber. — 9}i:ein ©eneral! 

(an ber ^Bobentiire. G§ fdEt |)eu Izcritntcr). ^ft 25 

er fort? 

S£>?:(trtcn+ ©d^on meit meg. 

(mit §ex: bebceft), tomme f(^Dn. 

Mitten* ^l^r fel}t bergmeifelt au§, ©eneral 
©d}na):)§* 
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(auf bcr Sciter fid} reinigcnb). 3 )a§ ift tm 
fjelbe nid)t anber§; man -Cauu uic^t alle§ faubcr 
I}abeu. 

S!?lat!tctu .Kommt nur tjerunterl 
5 er Unrflt(^ fort? 

©{^on loett meg. (Bx mar beforgt, ^i)x 
mbd^tet tnbeffen gn 3tofen fd^Ieidjen, itnb lief, al§ 
menu e§ l^inter it)m bremttc. 

(berunterfommenb). SJortrefftidf) ! 9tun fi^Ke^t 
lo ntit aber bie §au§tur jit ! 

9)larten> 2)a§ fiefit Oerbddjtig au§. 

Seffer berbde^tig, ate ertobbt. ©d^lie^t 
^n, 93ater 3Jlarttn! SUiit menig 2Borten fag' id) ®nd^ 
atte§. 

15 Whticn (gebenb). 3 bxn gitt. 

SBenn femanb b^tflt, pad’ id) ein nub 
fd)Ieicf)e mtd^ gur §tntertur binau^; imb maibt, 
ma§ moEt. 


9^ Sittfttitt 

Sdjnab?, nad}l}er 9 Rdrtcn. 

20 SBcnn id) ipm nur erft ein g^riibftucf 

abgemonnen b^ttte! ®inc rec£)te ©c^anbe! ein reiefter 
3]lann nnb tmmer fo tnauferig! (<Sr f(^ieid)t an ben 
Sd}rdn!en t)erum.) 3lEe§ t)erfcI}Ioffcn mic gemobnlid), 
nnb 3idfe I^at mieber bic ©d}Iuffel mit. — §ernac^ 
25 brand}' icb trod} ein Saubtaler b^i^^b'iotifd}e 

Contribution. (SBicber am ©d^vante.) ®ic Sitrcn ftab= 
bern, bie ©cbibffer finb fc^lecbt i?ermat)tt.^ Ser 
dJlagen {nurrt, ber SScntel nod^ drger\ ©djuafte! 
SSltrgergeneral ! grife^ branl macb ein ^robeftixd 
30 betne^ §anbmerf§ ! 



DER BURGERGENERAL 37 

SJlavtcn (sxxriicffommenb). ift tJertDa'^rt. yinn 

feib !ur5. 

2Btc e» bie <£acf)e ^ufaBt. 

3d} fiirc^tc, bie ^Kitiber fomxnen 3umd. 
®a§ 't}at SSenn fie beijammen 5 

finb, tpiffen fte mcf)t, toenn^g SDlittag ober Slbenb ift. 
Mavtcn* 3J)b' am meiften. 

©0 i)brt mid) ! 

SJlattctu ©0 mad)t fort! 

b^ac^ etner ^aufe). Sod) roentt i(^ be= 10 

benfe — 

Mattm* 3fc0(^ eitt Sebenfcn? 

gcfcf)ettet 3]^ann, ba§ ift 

toat)r. 

Mattcn^ ©ro^en Sant! 15 

^^nap^* Sd(^ oI}ne ©tubien. 

Wlatim* Sa§ ift meine ©ad)e ni(^t. 

(tx)id3ttG). Sen guten, unftubierten Seutc^en, 
bie man fonft ben gemeinen 3 D 1 ann gu nenncn 
bftegte — 20 

Wtdxictu 31 un ? 

Stdgt man eine ©ad)e beffer burd) 
(Bytmptl, bnrd) ©Iei(^niffe bor. 

9 C>lat*tett+ Sa§ td^t fic^ 'f)dren. 

SCIfo gnm (^lempd — (©r oebt '^eftig auf 25 
xinb nieber unb ftb^t an 3 !}Hrten.) 

5 J?ldrtcn+ ^nm ©rembel: ba§ ift grob. 

25 er 5 ei£)t, id) toax in meiner ^ebDtn= 

tion§laune. 

SPfJdttcm Sie gefddt mir ganj nnb gar nic^t. 30 

<^nap^^ ©^embel — (auf 3)1arten (Dsge^enb). 

SSJldvtcm Sleibt mir bom Seibe! 

<B^nap§>^ gum ©}:embel, mir t)aben un§ bereinigt. 
SD^ldrtw^ 2Ber ? 
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SBir 6eibe unb nod) neunl)unbcrt= 
neunimbneungig. 

@f}r£td)e Sente? 

£)a§ mad)t taufenb. 
s SWavtctt» Cftic£)tig. 

©et^en loir gehJaffnet auf ben ®bcI^of, 
mit glintcn unb ^piftolen — 

9 Wttrtctt» 2 Bo joEen bie g^Itnten unb ^piftolcn 
^ertommen ? 

lo ®a§ finbet I'id) oEe§. @e!^t ntd)t, 

bats id) ld)on einen Sa6d i^abe ? (®r nimtnt 33larten an 
bie eine ©eite fae§ Si'^eaterS.) 
ajlttrten. ®i tootit! 

SBir siel^en auf ben ®bel!)of unb 
isfteEen ben Sbetmann jur Dtebe. ®a fonraten mu- 
nun t)inetn. (6r agicrt ba» ^ereinfommen.) 

9Jlttftcn (mac£)t fid) loS). §£)rt mu, id) mu^ @udb 
fageu, icb mag nidft initgef)en. 2Sd- finb bem (£bel= 
inanne biel S)ant fdfulbig. 

20 fEatrcuSEoffcu ! S)anfbar!eit ift ba§, 

tt)a§ 3um boraui obfc^affcn mu^t. 
fSftabten* 2 Sie ift ba§ nioglid) ? 

@§ ift gans naturlid). ©djafft fte nur 
ab! ^ 1 :)x tocrbct finben, bcr Unbanf if^t bie be= 
25 guemfte ©ad)e bon ber 2 BeIt. 

®l«.rtcn» ^att" id) nid)t gcbad)t! 

iProbiert’§ unb toinmt! 3Ead)t feine 
Umftanbe, e§ ift ja nur cin ©'£eid)ni§. 

SWattctt* Sa fo ! ein ©tcidjniS. 

30 (nintmt i{)n totebce an bie Seitc). fEun fommen 

tbit l£)etein. — Slber, mifet Sf)r tba§ ? 

SKftttettt Eiun ? 

@§ ift beffeb, ba^ 31}r ben (Sbelmann 
mad)t. (®t fiibtt it)n £|inuber.) ©teEt ®ud) t)ierlf)er ! 
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9Watieiu SJ^cmettucgen. 

3c^ tvmim mit bem Sfurgerau§f(^u^. 

SJiit ben neun^unbertneununbneun^ig ? 
Srixber ober brunter. 

9?ldrien+ ©ixt. 5 

§err ! fag^ td^ — 

Wlhtitn* faxx gemac^ ! 

3Mn! ba§ toax nic^t red^t; e§ fo'ff 
niemanb ein §crr fetn. 

3iun, mie fagt benn? lo 

2Barte — nnb gut : ttn SJtamen 
ber greil^eit unb ©Iettf)]^eit mad)t ©ure ,^etter auf 
unb ©lire 2}orrat§tammern ; inir iuollen effen, unb 
fetb fatt. 

3Jldttcn* 2Benn'§ nad^ S^ifd^e ift, mag'§ ange^n. 15 
Znt ©ure ©arberoben auf! U)ir finb 

entblo^t. 

SPldtten^ 5)3fui ! toerbet bod^ nid^t ■ 

3ttd^t anber§. — 5Eut ©ure ffleutel auf ! 
toir finb ni(i)t bet ©elbe. 20 

^dttett+ ®a§ glaubt ©u(^ iebermann. 

3tun anitvoxtetl 

OTdtrtett^ Scir tva^ foil id^ fagen? 

(auffabrenb unb tro^ig). 9Ba§ tuottt 3l[}r 

fagen ? 25 

SJldtten^ Stur gemad^ ! 

SSag tonnt fagen? ^f)r feib etn 
SJertuegner ! (2tuf ben (Sdjmnf logge^enb.) 3']^r l^abt 
berfdEiIa^ne ©etrotbe! 

Sa§ ift 3tdfen§ 3!JtUd)f(i)ran!. 30 

(natuxttdf)). ^fuil mup hn ©feict)= 

niffe Heiben. 

Set fo ! 

(tnie Dben). Unb t>erfberrte ^aften! 
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mavicxu Sa finb c^Ictber brtn. 

^0 finb bie ©djiluffct? 

9 ?lartcn^ ?ft6fe f)at ftc mitgenommen. ©ie ift 
fel^r I)du§Ud), fcijr forgfditig ;* fie derfcIjlieBt alle§ unb 

5 trcigt bte ©(^Inffel bet ftc^. 

3lit§flncf)te ! SBeitlduftigt'eiten ! 9Bo 
finb bie ©c^luffcl? 

Scf) l^abe fie nid^t. 

©o inerb' xA} aiifbrec£)en muffen. (®r 

10 stel]! ben (Sdbel unb mad^t fid) mt ben 6d^ranf.) 

Maxim* ffieiUt (Sud^ ber §enfer? 

®a§ ift nur ^nm (ggembel. 

MatUn* fia^t ba§ bleiben! 

S[8a§, inoUt ®ud[} iniberie^en? 

15 ((Br 6rid)t an ben Seiften,) 

aJldttcm ©eib 3 b)b* benn bom Seufel befeffen? 

Sa§ mn§ anfl (@r bridit.) ^rief ! ^racE! 

(Ijerumlaufcnb). ^bfc ! Slofc! too bift bu? 
(i6rid)t). (£§ gebt! <$?rict! j^radE! 

20 ©brge ! ©brge ! 

©0 Ijaltd ®ucr 2)lanl unb bebenft, ba§ 
i(^ Cy ®ud^ mtr crsdbfnugStocife Oorbringc. 

Spfldttcn> 3 ^ur crjdblnngSincife ? bdi^te, e§ 

todre banbgreifiidf) genng. 

25 Sebentt bodj ! ^l)X feib iefet ber @bet= 

innnn. ( 5 )er ©d3tant gcl]t inbeffen auf.) 

9 ?ldttcu^ ©ott bcinabre micb ! S)a fte^t ber 
©(branE anf. ®ie Seiften finb 0:)cggebrDd}en, bag 
©d^Iob berborben. SBag toirb ?Rdfe jagen? ^acEt 

30 ©ud) 5um Renter! 3 ®ibt bafe id] ba§ nidbt 

leibe! ba^ ba§ ©robbeiten finb! Unge^ogcnfciten! 
ba| i(b bie Staebbarn rnfen toerbe, ba^ icb gum 
jftiebter geben toerbe! 

(ber fid) inbeffen im Sd^ranfe itmgcfetien unb bie 
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26^fc bifitiert £jat). gum Siit^ter? (surem Sobfcirtb? 

, 3 u bem ftoljen ^ert? 

SWiittctt* 5Peft ! 

nitr, ba^ 5 fttct)ter toerben 

ntiip, wenn tuir nur I]ier er[± belt grcil 3 eit§baum s 
erric^tet I)at)en. 

gftiirtcn* 3 R:ic^ter? 33) ttod^, liiie id) 

gel)eimcr Sanbrldjtcr toerbcn foEte. 

SdjttaliS* ®a§ finb jelit anbre Setten; man 
betrugt niemanb me'^r. 10 

SSftitiEctt* ®a§ maxe mix tieb. 

SibtittpS. SKan :^at niemanb gum beften. 

®a§ ift mix angene^m. 
yttm, box aEen Singen — 

SHattm. 3 !Jlad)t, ba^ i^ Stickier toexbe! 15 

$cf)nrtb^» O^ne gineifel. — Sox aEen Singcn 
abex !^ 6 xt, roobon bie Sftebe ift. 

SHJiftxtcft. ®ie Iftebe ift, ba^ tbix bie ©cf)xan£e 
toiebex gumacfien. 

®cf)ttab§* SHt nicf)tcn. 20 

gWaxicn* ®aB tbix bie Sciften toiebex annagetn. 

^eine§toegc§. Sie Sebc ift, ba^ 3 t)r 
begxeift, toaxum man mid) 3 um ©enexat gemad 3 t 
tiat. 

Slaxtctt* ®a§ fet)' id) fxeilid) nici)t fo beuttid) 25 
ein. 

3tIfo exempli gratia — 

Slilxictt* Sod) ein ©gemfiel? 

SBix '£)aben fa nod) £ein§ get)abt. 
awattctt* Sux ju biet. 3° 

3d) fttse alfo — (©r bolt eincn geoftcn 
3JJtT4|toXf unb fcgt i£)n aitf ben 2iic£).) 

©taxtctt* Em ©otteStoiEen xu'^xt mix ben ®Dpf 

nid)t an! Sbfc fagt, ba§ toaxe ic|t it)r beftex. 
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$a§ xft mir licb boxen. 

31e]^int boc^ etnen tUimn tDenn^g 

ja feitt foE. 

3lem, id) braudje ben grb^ten 
s metuem (g^xmbel. 

9?lattcn^ 3Zxm, fo fag' id} ®itd) furg unb gut, 
ba^ id) bon ade bexn geuge nid)t 5 ioiffen lotE. 

So ! 

Unb ba| ®ud) aix§ bem §au)e 

lo baefen fount. 

®x ! 

9JlSttetu Unb ba^ id) gang unb gar nid^t§ l^oren 
toiE. 

^i^r looEt ni(^t§ 'i^bren? 

15 ^axUn* 3lein. 

3I)r tooEt nid}tg toiffen? 

93l<ivtcn^ Stein. 

3tid)t§ annel^men ? 
m^ticn* Slciu. 

20 (3ict)t ben ©abcl). So toi^t, ba| ic^ ®uc^ 

ba§ 2}erftdnbm§ eroffnen inerbe. 

9?tdttett+ Edit bem Sdbel? iff eine fd)bnc 

SRanier. 

(ibm 3 U Setbe gebenb). So toi^gt, ba^ 

25 fd^ulbig feib, @ud} git unterri{^ten, neue ©ebanfen 
gu erfal^ren ; ba^ S'l^r gefdjeit merben mu^t, ba| 
frei merben nxu^t, ba^ ^i}x glei{^ ioerben nxiifet, 
nxbgt tooEen ober nidjt. 

(betfeitc). ©orge ! ©brge! Sdmft bu nur! 
30 id) tooEf xl^n nic^t berfteden. 

3]^r f)brt alfo gem? 

©emi^. 

Unb l^abt feiue Sfbneigung, @u(^ gu 

unterric^ten ? 
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SPlatiett* -^eine§it>ege§. 

00 i|T§ rec^t. 

e§ auc^i. 

3 ^urt gebt ad)tl 

^hxUn* Slec^t gem. 5 

®iefex £obf f^elCt ein ®orf bor. 

Wtaxim* (Bin Soxf ? 

Ober eine ©tabt. 

9 W:axten> Surio§ 1 

Ober eine lo 

SBunberltcf) ! 

^al gum (B^empel eine g^eftung. 

WtaxUn (beifeite). 2&enn id] nur bie ©jrempel Id? 
iodrel 

litpt babor. 15 

Wtmrn. asag gibt ba§ ? 

forbre fie auf. Sreteng! Sretengl 
(2)ie Srombete nad}af)menb.) 

S?lattett> ®r ift gan^ unb gar berriidt. 

^iS:^xxap^* ©ie mac^t 33ldufe unb trill fi(^ n\6)t 20 
ergeben. 

®aran tut fie iro'^l. ( 23 etfeite.) 2Benn 
nur fRofe Same, bie gsftung 3U entfe^en. 

gd^ befc^ie^e fie ! $u 1 f)}u 1 
®a§ toirb arg! 25 

gd^ mac^e if)r bie ^b'lle ]^et^. get) fe^e 
tl)r S^ag unb 3 ia(^t gu. $ul ^u! ^^u! ©ie ergik 
fief). 

Maxim* S)a tut fie libcL 

(ndbert fteb bem Sobfc). gdt) gicl^e t)inein. 30 

MAxim* @§ toirb il}r fcf)lhnm get)en. 

<^^ttap§> (nxmmt ben Soffei). gd^ berfauimle bie 
aSiirgerfi^aft. 

a^ldtten^ Stun ift^§ au§. 
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®ie Sffiol^Igeftnnten fommcit eiHg. ®a 
'taff tc^ mtd^ niebex (cr fc^t fitf)) unb rcbe fie an. 
matUn^ Su armer So^fl 

Sruber Siirger ! \ao^’ id). 

5 5!J3:dttcn+ ®a§ f£tngt freunbltt^ gcnug. 

Setbcr fcl)^ tcE) eud) uncm§. 
maticn^ 3m Zop\i^ ift e§ ja gau^ [tide. 

^^tiixp^* ift eine ^etmlic^e ©drimg. 

9C>lcitt0ti ffiord^atb). 3^3 fpiire md 3 t§ baa on. 
ro ^^nap^* 3^^’ ben uribrdnglii^eu guftanb 

ber ©leic^j^eit aeidafien. 
gjldttem 2Bie jo? 

^d)nap§> (batr}eti[d:)). Sa gufammen noc^ reinc 
5JltIc^ mart fanb fic^ etn 5trodfen mic ber anbere. 

IS ^attetu S)a§ Id^t fic^ nid^t leugnen. 

<^^xtap^* 9lun aber fexb il}r faucr getrorben. 
9Jldrtctt> ®ie Surger ? 

<Bd}nap^* 31 ^^' exte^ gefcf)ieben. 

9Jlrtt?tcn+ ©icl^ bod) ! 

20 ^^nap^^ llnb id) finbe, bte Stcic^cxx, bie untcr 

bem fauren 9lal)m Oorgeftettt merben — 
matUtu ®a§ ift fd^natifd)! 

®ie 3leic^en fd^mimmcix oben. 

®ie 9iei(^cn finb ber faiire 3iatm? 

25 §a! ^a\ 

©te Idjlrinxmen oben! Sa» ift md}t 

3 U bulben. 

ift unlciblid) ! 

3^) fd)bbfe fie alfo ab, ((Sr fct}bbft auf 

30 einen S^eEer.) 

D mrf)! 3tun ge^t'S brxiber l)er. 
(^d)nap§* Unb toie id) ben abge£)oben 

l^abe, finb^ id) bie ©dfftbbei^nxild), 

SPidrien* Staturlid^. 
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Sic ift aucf) md)t 3U ipemc^teti. 

SDlattcn-. 331 id 3 bcuc^t. 

Sa§ ift fo ber l^iibfc^e, U')o^U3aI}eiTbc 

33 ]:ttteiftanb. 

SJlartcn^ Sie ©(^Ubbstmild^ ber SOcittelftaiib ? 5 
SSa§ bay fitr (Sinfdlle finb! 

®aiDon net)me id) nacf) ©utburfcn. 

(Gr fd3033tt.] 

®er derftel^t^g. 

^(i}niXp§>* fcnn rii^re id) fie untereinanber (er 10 
tii^rt) unb le^tc fie, toie man j'it^ licrtrdgt. 

SBag fott"§ nmx? 

(fte^t aiif unb ge^t nad) bem Sdbranfe). yiim 
fclfe id) mid) in ber ©egeixb nm imb fittbc — (cx brtngt 
ein grDBe§ ^x'ot '(3erbor) einen ©bc'Cl^of. 15 

W^laxim* Say ift ja ein Srot. 

Sie ©bclleiitc 'fjabcn immer bic beftcn 
Stcfer in ber Q^Cur; brum tuerben fie biUic] unter bem 
33 rote norgeftellt. 

9!Hdttm4 Say foil aud3 bran? 20 

9tatur'tid3 ! muB alley gleid3 roerben. 
^Idrtcn (beifeitc). §dttc cr nur ben Sdbel nid3t 
anl)dngcn ! Sa§ mad^t unfer ©piel t)crlx)unid)t 

imgleii^. 

Sa tnirb nun and) bay S^oticge at)gc= 25 
fd3nitten unb — 

g[)ldrtcn (beijeitc). i^dme nur ©drcjel 

^luf bem afteibcifcn geiiebcn. 

^laticxu ©erieben ? 

^a, urn ben Stol^, ben tlbcrmnt jit 30 

bcmtitigen. 

mixtUtx. Sa ! 3a 1 

Unb irirb fobann unter bay uinngc 

gemifd3t unb umgerul)rt. 
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SWttttctt* ©eib Batb fcrtig ? 

(bebad)tig). 3lun fe^ten noc^ bie qeiftlicEien 

©liter. 

©tiittctt* 3Bo foUen bie l^erfonimen? 

5 §ter fittb’ ic| eine .Su^erfc^ad^tel. m 

grcift nadt) ber, toeId)c bet bem fioffeejeitgc ftelEjt.) 

Sftaftctt (fabt tbm in ben 3 trm). Sa§t ftei)en ! Siubrt 
fk nic^t an! gtbfe iriegt mir intmer fitr bie ganie 
2Boc^e Qudtx ah; bamit mu| id^ reidien. 

10 (an ben ©dbct greifenb). Stirger ! 

SWatiett* ©ebutb ! 

Sie geiftiid^en §erren l^aben immer 
bie fd^madE^afteften, bie [ufeeften Sefitjtiimer — 
mftrtctt. @§ mup [ie ja jemanb |a&en. 

15 Knb toerben be§l)alb biffig burdE) ben 

3ucfer rei)rafentiert. ®er irirb nun auc^ gcrieben — 
Sftartctt* aBa§ fang’ id^ on? 

Unb briiber geftrcnt. 

marten (beifeite). S'd) boffc, bu foilft mir ba§ be= 
20 soqlen. (9in§ Senftcr.) §nrd) ! i?ommt ©orge mol^i ? 
®(tinat)S. Unb fo i[t bie fouerfu^e ajiildb ber 
{J'rei’^eit unb ©teid^l^eit fertig. 

marten (am Senftei;, reife). ®§ mar nid^t§. 

®(t»nat)§, i?ommt Ijer! 2Sa§ mai^t Sbr am 
25 Senfter ? 

marten* 5d^ badE)te, c§ fame jemanb. 
i$a>na})§* ©brge fommt bod) ntd}t ? (®r ftebt oxtf.) 
marten* ©§ ift alteS ftidc. 

®(t>nat>S* Sa^t einmal fcljen. 

(St tritt an ba§ Uenfter unb tegt fid) auf marten.) 


3 ° 
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10 . mntut 

5)ie2}origen. Gorge, ber ^ur ^intertur ]^cremfd)teid^t 

Gptgc (leife). 2 &er 5 um ^enfer ift beim Sater? 
©olXte ba§ (£cf)nap§ jetn? 

fatten (am ^enfter). ^riicft mid} nid}t fo ! 

mu^ ja je^ett. (Sel)nt fid) l()tnau§.) 5 
SPflattm. 21 >a§ benn ? 

2Gie fic^ meine Solbaten betragen. 

©otge (toie oben). ift feme Stimme ! 2 Bie ftet)t 
ber ^erl axt§ ? 

®rab ! meine inaefern greunbe ! lo 

a^latten. 3}lit inem rebet 3 ^r? 

(Sef)t nid)t, mie meine Seute um 
ben 3 ^rei]^eit§baum tan^cn? 

maxim* @eib 3 £)r toIC ? @§ regt fid^ feme 

©eele. 

(Sdtge. @r iff§ furtnal^rl 3 ®a§ ^ei|t ba§ ? S)er 
SSater fct)Iie^t fid^ mit it)m ein! 2 Bie er bermnmmt 
ift! ©liicHid^, ba^ id) bie §intertur offen fanb ! 

maxim (ber fid) lD§mad)en toid, abet bon ©d)Txab§ Qef)alten 
ioirb). ift arg. 

©dtge. aSag fie nur ^nfammen rebeni ^d) 
berftefie nic^tS. feldi umfct)enb.) SBa§ fott ba§ l^eifeen? 
S)er ©d^ranf offen! ©ante 3)tild^ jnred^te gema{^t! 
S)a§ foil mo^I ein fyrnliftuc! toerben? 

(trie obcix). ^0 freut (Bud) hod), toie alte§ 25 
eintg unb bergniigt ift. 

S»Jlfitten. Sn ©nrem ^opfe mn^ e§ toitnberlid) 
fpufen; id^ fet)e nicf)t§. 

(fid) 5 urud 5 iel)etxb). ^dj mu^ nnr 't)OXd}tn. 
md)nap§> (3Rartcn (ogtaffenb). Set) fel^e ade% tm ©eifte ; 30 
Sf)b' Jnerbet e§ balb bor ©nrem §aufe mit 3tugen 
fel^en. 
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meinem ^aufc fel}' id} fd)on im 
l^orauy nic^tS ©ute§. 

(nod^ einmat 3um O^enfter Ijtuau§|el}eub, fiir fidi). 

SUXe^ ift ru]^tg xxnb ftd^er. 3 lutt gejdjtnmb an bte 
5 1 (©r tritt an ben Xi[df).) 

’ ©dl}' id} bic^ too anbcrS 1 

Q bu lieblidje Subpc bcr greil}ctt imb 
©Ietcf)|ett, fet mir gcfegnet! — ©el)t 'f}cr! 
mavtcn. 3 Ba§ gtbf§? 

10 ?iun fe^t \id) ber ^itrgergeneral bruber. 

Sa§ bac^f id). 

Unb ‘oexiel)vt fie. 

maticn. %Mn ? 

(eifenb). dtid^t bod) ! — 3 }Ht ben ©einigen. 
15 ®a§ ift l^onett. 

©ebt ©iic^, Siirger SJcartin! 

Saufe fd^on! 

®ud) fdimcden. 

Maxim* bin uid}t f)ungrig. 

20 ©cbent Sud} nid}t Oor mir, toir fiub 

alle gleidf). 

a>ldtdcn* Sa§ mcrf ici). 

^i)X feib ein brabcr 33urc3cr. 

Sabon ioei^ id) fem 2 Sort. 

25 :j5l}r fottt mein ^orborai mcrben. 

Maxim* SSiel ®l}rc! 

©e|}t ©ud), mein i?orboral! 

Wldxim* fdbcr^t, mein ©eneral. 

(aufftciienb itnb fomblimcnticrenb). SJlcin 

30 (^orboral. 

Maxim* 3 Kein ©eucral. 

(©0xge, bex fid) tnbeffen l)erborgefd)ntf)cn, trifft ©dinabteu mit 
bcm ©todc, inbein er fid) biidt.) 

2Ba§ ift bas? 
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SOfleht ©erteral! 

Wtaxtciu SraDo, ©i3rge ! 

©dr(|C (aiif \Sti)na:pfcix fc^fagenb). 3 )tCttt Sorj:)OXat ! 

g^rei'i^eit, ]tc'f)e tnir £ict! 
ginb’ ic^ bid^ fol ^ 

gjlartcn* 3 £ur 311! 

§eilige ©leii^^eit ninxm bid} meiner 
an! 

©inge nur! id) fc^lage ben %att 

(ben Sdbe£ ^ie^^enb unb fid) ^ur SiBeXire fc^'Cnb). 10 
§eilige SleboIntionSgetDalt, befreie mi(^! 

2Ba§? Su inillft bid) toel^ren? 

3limm bid) in at^t, ber ^cxi xft beiberat. 
©dtgc^ Sex: 31id^t§n)urbige [ er fott mix {otmnenl 
(2)rmst auf Sc£)naX)]en ein.) iS 

Bd)U(Xpd^ £) tne]^ mix! 

Su fodft empfinbcix! 

9Jldt*teu» Sen ©dbel £)ex! 

<^0tgc (i£)^t entruaffnenb), ^abe i^n jd)Ott. 

(Sii^ter Sifd) unb Stubte fi(^ berid)an3enb). Sinn 20 
gilt ,^abituliexen. 
i^ot^c* §ext)ox! 

SSefter ©bxge, ic^ fbafee xxux! 

3d^ and). (<$r fd)Id3t nad) ibm, trifft aber nur 
ben Slid).) 25 

9!?ldttctt> Sxtff i^n! 

(mad)t fid) betbor unb Idiift Obex 

foixft — 

(ibm nad)). Sa§ |oE bix nid}t?i Ijclfen. 

(ba er gegen ba§ O^enfter fomnitj. ! §iiK • 3° 

(treibt ibn treg). ifiidft bn fdjmcigen ! 

(tnie Dben). {y^^cx ! ^eitex ! 

SJldutcu (bcxrennt ibni bon ber anbern (Selte ben 23 >cg). 
©tobf i£)nx ba?- SJlaid! 


(C 07 ) 
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O^inter 3it)ci (Stuf)len berid^an^t). SSerfd^ont 
micf) ! -ift gertug. 

SSiUft bu l^erauS ! 

(mirft il^nen bie Stu^Ie nad) ben Setnen, fie 
5 fpringen autiidE). S)a ^abt il3r^§ ! 

<^dtge* SBarte nur ! 

SBer eirt ?larr indre ! (©bnngt aur §mter= 

tiir ]^inau§.) 

l^afc^e bi($ bod^. nac^.) 

lo (fte'£3t uiab reibt bag ^ein, bag bex (2£u^{ getroffen 

fiat, unb ^inft ben iibrtgen 2:eif beg C5tuc!§). £)cr SbfeiX)ic^t! 
231ein Sein! §at er^§ boc^ aud} bmb abgefrtegt! 

IL Stuftritt 

23fdrten. fftdfe. $>ernad^ ©orge. 

mdfe (bon aufeen). 3Satcr ! SGater ! 

15 ^ixvtm* £) toei^, Jftofe! 23a§ £r)irb bie 5U ber 
©ejd}i{^te fagen? 

9ldfc^ 9}iad)t auf, ffiater! 2Ba§ ift bag fur ein 
Sdrnt ? 

SJlctrtcu (am genffex). tomme! SBarte nitr! 

20 (^orge (aur §intcrtur i^ercin). Ser bertuunfdjte tSert! 
(Sr fid) in bie hammer eingeft)errt ; i(^ i)db' aber 
g(cic| bag 2}orIegefd}Io| borgclegt, er foE un§ m6)t 
enttrifd^en. 

mafe. a}ater! luo blcibt St)r? 3)Iad)t auf! 

25 Satge^ ®ag ift fa §ftdfe. 

©et) ! t)inEe. dJlad] it)r bie Sixr 
aitfl (©orge a6.) 3lun gel}t ba§ Ungliid an. S)ie 
amie 3ldfe! ®er fdjone S^of)f! (@ep fid^.) 

^Otge (ber mit 9lofen fjereinfommt). ^ief) mXV, 3i5fe! 
30 0iafc^ a»ag ift bag? SBag gibt bag? 

©atge^ ®en!e nur — 
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50lein Skater, toaB ^ei|t ba§? 

9?latten* ©c^na)3§ — 

00tgc+ 6tett bit nur t)ot — 

3[Jlem ©c^ran! ! S)er 

laufenb.) D tr>e^ I 0 1 ©c^nc4)§? SBo ift er? 5 

0dt^e^ ©ei xu^ig, ex ift emge]”t>exxt. 

9ldfc+ Sa§ ift xec^t. 2Bix rooHen i^n gleict) ben 
©exic^t§Ienten iibexlicfexn. ©ie fommen fc^on. 

WthtiCXX (aufibrinQCixb unb 2Bex? 

9ldfe^ S)ie ?tad^6arn ftnb gum Siic^tex gelaufen, 10 
ba e§ '^ier im §aufe Sdxm gab. 

ffticbtex ? D mix finb bexioxen ! 

9ldfe^ 3Jlein fc^bnex %op^l 
®x foff§ bega^leti. 

§bxt mic|, ^inbex, ^5rt mi(^ ! SSexge|t 15 
5£opf unb atte§ 1 

SBaxum nid 3 t gax? 

©cf)meig unb l^oxe 1 SEBix bixxfen 
©(^ttobfen nit^t bexxaten ; mix muffen i^n berleugnen. 

®a§ mdxe fc^on! ' 20 

©0 l^oxe bod)! 2Bix finb ade bexioxen, 
menu fie it 3 n finben. ®x ift ein 3lbgefanbtex bom 
3a!obinex!(ub. 

gfldfe^ Unmoglid^l ®ex ©d)uft? . 

SBaxum nid^t ? ©ie finben i£)n in bex 25 
IXnifoxm. ®x !ann^§ nid 3 t leugnen. 

3a. bie '^at ex an. 

SPflftrtcm Unb mix mexben bexbdt^tig. mix mexben 
eingegogeix. mix mixffen box§ Slmt! ®ott mei^! 

SBix tonnten ja abex fagen — 30 

^ftTtticn* ©ile nux unb fag, e§ fei nic^t§ gemefen. 
SBenn fie^§ nux glauben 1 (@iUg ab.) 

Oldfc^ 3d) gebe mi{^ nic£)t gufxieben. 3Jtein 
f(^bnex %op]l 
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?larren§|3i:)ffen ! Sefimte btc^ auf \va^, 
Rujre ^b^fe gu retten. 

5H<jfe+ ®te berliert man nicf)t gleid^. biirft 

\a nvLX fagen, mie ®U(^ ber *^erl ^)dtte antuerben 
5 iDoIIcn, ijatte ii)n ©orge brad bitrc^gebrilgclt. 

MatUn* £)a§ wave bortrefffiti) 1 iBarum ift bir^§ 
nic^t glei{^ eingefatten ? 3^un ift ©brge f)imtnter 
unb berleugnet il^n; mm finb it)ir berbdd^tig. ®§ 
ift ein UnglM! Sin UngludE! 
lo Oibfc^ D bertounfd^t! 


13. Stuftntt 

Sie 33ottgen. Ser ^ic^ter. ©orge. 23aiiern. 

yU^iCt (berembringenb). Stein, nein, id) inu§ bie 
Sadie unterfucf)en. 

(iljn a 5 l 3 ancnb). S§ ift nid[}t§. 

IS Maticn* 3}tu^ id) ben 9ticf)ter in mcinem §aufe 
fel^en? ^d) xxngludlid^cr SJlann! 

(t)ortT;etcnb). Sr fid^ nic^t, §crr 

9 ttd}ter ! 

Olidjiet. i?ein Semu^cn: ! S§ ift Sc^ulbigf eit. 
20 SBer t}cd g^euer gefd)riecn ? 
gidfe. S§ inat 

3Jlan fpa^t nid}t fo. SiScr l^at §>ilfe 

gerufen ? 

3 d) — 3 ^^) — nedte mic^ mit ©brgen. 

25 Stcdtet Sud)? 

0 ldf^ ben 9 nd)ter bewn unb erjdbtt, inbeir^fte fid) 

befinnt). ®a ^atf i(^ im 2 )tiI(^f(^ranEe cincn fdjonen 
Slobf 33tild) — unb ben Sc^ranE gu imb 
gtng toeg — ®a Earn ©brge — SBdrte nur, ©brge! 
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— 3)a tarn ©orge unb l^atte ^petit — nnb brad) 
ben ©c^rati! auf. 

®i ! ei ! 

Unb ral^mte tnir ben Sobf ab — unb 
mac^te ficb ein fjru^^ftud jured^t — l^ter ftc'^t e» 5 
nocb — ba tarn id) nad) §aufe — unb inar bofe — 
unb — gab t^m eine C)f}rfeige — ba l)a\d)t' er mtc^ 

— unb tiptlte mid), unb ba jc^rie — unb ba 

balgten Inir un§, unb ba inarfcn toir bie um 

— unb ba fiel einer bem SJater auf bie — 10 

S^ic^t tvapx, SSater ? 

SPlrttten* fei)t, mie id^ l^infe. 

fRofc^ Unb ba jd^rie id} nod] drger — unb — 

Unb ba log id) bem 3iid)ter mag Oor. 

3d} liige nic^t. is 

34 glaube, 3^)^‘ ^ifet eg felbft nidf)t, }o 
glatt ge^fg ©ud^ Oom SKauIe. ©laubt bap 
nnfer einer ni4t befler aufba|te? 

SBte fo? 

( 3 u 3fiD]en). ©ingt nii^t eben bor 20 

meinem §auje borbei? 

Oldfe. 3a. 

SSegegnetet ^px iiid)t biejen Seufen? 

Sidfe^ 3d} erinnere mid}'g nid)t. 
fRi^ter Cguben SBauetn). 3f^ ^1^4 ^^4^ begeguet? 25 

^in ^amt* 3a 1 unb fie pat mit ung geff)rocben, 
unb mit l^aben i]^r gefagt, bab bei intern Sater 
grower Sdrm mate. 

matten* 3iun iffg augl 

tRdfc^ £) bermunf4i! 3° 

©0 gel}fg mit bem ^ugteben! 

®a ftej)t 3^^’ 3i>ag fagt 3"^^ 

ba^U ? (Ste fef)cn cxnartber an ; ber Stic^ter gcljt auf itxxb nieber 
unb finbet bie 5)Mtje.) £)f}0 ? 2Bag ift ba§ ? 
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Olic^tct? (fxcl)t fic^ um imb finbet ben §iit mit ber i?’ofarbc). 
Uttb bag? 

fRpfc^ t)erftel 3 'g nid)t 

5 fHidjtet (^dtt fie SORivtcn lihi). dlutii 2}ieUctd3t linBt 
SicEeit^t t)erftel)t 30^? 
fatten (fiir fid)). SBag foil ic^ fagen ? 

©0 tt)erb^ id 3 ^g 4iid^ tool)! erftdren 
muffen. Sag i[t eine ^xeiijeit^muie. Sag ift eine 

10 ?iationaIfo!arbe. Sine id)one (intbedung ! dliui 
ba unb berftummt, toed eg beutlic^ xft. 
— btefetn §aufe ift aI]o ber ^Inh ber 2>er= 
fd)toornen, bte ^ufammeitfimft ber SJerTdteir ber 
ber ^ebeffetx ? ~ Sag ift ein Q^rmb ! bag ift eitt 

15 ©lixd ! — 3 !)r i)abt md) getoif^ unter eirtanber Ocr= 
uneinigt, toie bic ^^raujofen aud) — unb feib cud) 
eittanber in bie ^aare gefatten — l^abt eud^ felbft 
Uerraten. ©0 iffg f(^on red)t! — SBir tooUen toeiter 
pren. 

20 Sieber §)crr 9tid)ter! 

©ouft feib 3!)r fo fc^nibbifcl^. Se|t 
!bnnt bitten. 

S'I)r mu^t toiffen — 

3'd) mu^? — S!)r toerbet ba!b anberg 

2 $ reben. 

S>latten+ §err ©ebattcr ! 

Sin id) cimna! toicber ©chatter? 
tRdfc* ©eib ^j^r nic^t mein $ate? 
fRi^tetr+ ©eit ber 3cit 'f)at ft(^ hielcg gednbert. 

30 2a^t ©ud) fagen — 

©(^toeigt! S^r biirft mir gac nid)t 
Eommenl §abt tl^r nid)t ettoa fc^on S!nfta!t gum 
f?rei]^eitgbaum gemad)t? §abt i^r nic^t fd)on ab= 
gerebet, mid) an ben erften beften ^PfaT^I gu l^dngen? 
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3)lan tviz je|t ba» xinru'^tge SJoIf t)oix feiner 

OSxiQfeit \pxi6:}i, txie e§ ben!t! foff ilbel 
befommeitl foil euc^ libel be!ommenl (3u ben 
S3auem.) gort mit i^nenl Hub Qlei(^ guxn ©cxic^te^ 
l^altex! xnu| bexfiegelt toerben, eg mup m-5 

bentiext ixexben. ®g fiubeii ficb SBaffen, 5>^Ibex, 

r^ofaxben! Sag gibt erne Uixtexfu^^rntg. goxt! 
goxt! 

5Pla.ttcn* 3cE) mxg£u(ilid 3 ex 33];antt! 

9l0fc+ (So la^t Sitcb bebeixten, §exx SKi^tex. 

3li4)tetr+ ®£ioa beliigeu, SJlamieE 5ftogcf}en! Soxt! 
foxt ! 

SSemx^g nic^t anbexg ift, fo fott S(^nabg 
and) mit. Sa mti| fid) bie Sad)e auffidxen. 

SSag jagt ^t}x bon Sc^napg? ^5 

3d) fage — 

dlpfe (am Senfter). Sa tommt gum MM bet 
gndbige §exx. 

Sex mixb^g geitig genug exfa^xen. 

©dtgc* 5hxf i^nl 

©ndb'gex ^gexxl ©ndb'gex §exx! 3u 
§ilfel gu ^ilfe! 

m^ict* Sc^toeigt nux! ®x ioixb end) nid}t 

l^elfen; ex loirb fxof) fein, ba^ fol(^c SSoicmi^^ter 
entbedt finb. Unb bann ift eg eine ^oligcifadic, eine 25 
Sximinalfat^e ; bie gef)oxt fixx mid), fiix ben ©exid)tg=^ 
l^altex, fiix bic 3iegiexiing, fiix ben g^iixften 1 ®g 
mu^ ein ®^:embel ftatuiext tocxbcnl 

Sa l^aben mix bag (Spinpel! 
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13 ^ SJtitfititt 

®ie SfiortQcn. 2 )cr ©bclmartn. 

i?inber, iim§ tjiftt'S? 

§elfen ©te im§, ^ndbtgcr §ex'r! 

§ier jeljen ©nabcn, maS fic^ im 

5 §aiife finbet. 

(^i>eiCW(tmu SBa§ bemt? 

©me fjret^cit§mu^e. 

©belturtttm ©onbetlmr ! 

©ine 9IattonaI!ofarbe. 
lo ©be^W(lntu 2Ga§ foH ba§ l^ei^en? 

33er]c^it)brung ! Slufrul^rl §od}t>errat! 
((Sr &e!)att bie 3D'iu§e unb .^ofatbe in bcr §anb unb nimmt fie 
Ijetnad) mit I^inaiiS.) 

©bclman«> Sa^ mid} fragcn! 

15 Safjen ©ic un§ Tiad}fuc^cn! Sfier mcife, 

maS nod} im §aufe ftecft. 

©j^cXwtattn* ©title ! 

©ndbigcr ^exx ! 

©beitnanm Siefe ©ac§cn? 

20 9yi(ittcn+ Srac^te ©{^nab» in§ §an§. 

meiner 9X£)n)efcnl}ett. 

Sra(^ ble ©d}rdntc auf — 

Oldfe^ 3Jlad^te \xS) uber bie 3!3titd}tbbfc — 
9Jldttcn+ Unb mottte micb in ber ©Ieid}t}eit nnb 
25 fjreii^cit ixnterrici^ten. 

3Bo ift er? 

©dir{|c* 3'n §intcrfammer. ©r I}at fid) cintje= 
fbertt/ at§ i(^ il^n Oerfoigte. 

^bcitnann* ©c^afft it)n I}erbei! (©brge n*it bcm 
30 ^i(i)ter unb ben SJaucrn ab.) ®a§ ift alfo loiebcr eut 
©trei(^ bon §crrn ©{^nab§, ibie i(i) merte. 

3tid}t§ anber§. 
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lam et tn§ &aus? 

meirter i^inber ^ICmiefen'^eit. 

9 idfc+ Sr furcf)tet t>or ©brgen, 

9Jldtten^ ©r mat^te mic§ nengiertg. 

^•t>cUnantt+ SJlan fagt, |eib^§ mattc^inal. 5 

goiatten^ Serjet^en ©ic ! 

Unb eiti bi|{i)en leic^tgtdiibig baju. 
Syidrtcn-^ ®r madjte e§ gar 511 tra^rfdjeinltd), 
ba| er bte trii^ttgften ©ad^en toiffe. 

IXrtb l^atte Su(^ gum be[teit. 10 

SJldttem 2 Sie e» fd^cint. 

9l0fe^ ®§ trar nur nm etn grul3ftuc£ gu 
tun. ®a fe^en ©ie nur, gudbiger §err, tvddje fd}one 
faure dJldc^ er fid) 3ured)t gemac^t t3at, utit geriebeneux 
Srot imb 3 i^dcr unb allem. tiebe ©ut ! man 15 

mufe e§ xtun iregmcrfcn ; e§ !ann'§ fetn ct)rtid)er 
SJlcnfc^ geme|en, ba bcr Unflat bte ©dinauge bruber 
gef)abt ^at, 

®r mollte aljo cin grul3ftuci geirtnnen ? 
matUn* Stad) fctncr ^trt. ®r fagte, er fei imn 20 
ben Safobinern abgefc^idt. 

Unb iueiter? 

matim^ 3 og er eine Uniform an unb bemaffnetc 
fid). 

©^clinann> %oK genugl =5 

maxim* Unb fagte, er mdre Siirgcrgeneral, unb 
irarb mit jcbcm Slugenblicf grobcr. 

Sag ift fo bic 5Crt. 

m^vtm* ©rft tat er U’eunblid) unb rcrtraut ; 
bann trarb er brutal unb bracb mxr ben ©d}ran! 30 
auf tmb nal)nx, mag xl}m gcfxel. 

iB^cimann* ©erabe mte feme Sottcgen! 

^'^cl]t xibcl bran. 

©&e]Ctnamt+ 31od3 nid)t fo ube'l, mie bie ^rorinscn, 
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two feineg^Ieic^en ge)E)aitft ^aben; too gutmixtige Soren 
il^neu auc^ anfang§ 3xtfie(en, tt)0 fie mit ©d)meid}ctn 
unb 5 Berfb^cd}iingen anfirtgcn, mit (Seii:)att, 
SScrbannixng c]^rKdbcr Scute unb aKcu ^trteu bo]er 
5 Segegiumg eubigten. Sanft ©ott, ba^ fo tx)Db(= 
fed babonfommt ! 

©ie fdju^en un§ aljo, gndbiger §err? 

©§ fd^eint, ba^ djr nid}ty bcrfdjulbet 

^abt. 

lo ®a tommen fie. 


14. mtfttitt 

SAe SSortgcn. ©orge. 2)ei; 9fticf)ter^ <Sd)na|7§, bon ben 
23aucrn gcfut)rt, in ber Uniform, mit Sdbet unb Sd}nuxr6art. 

§ert)or, §ci'r ©eneral! 

§ier ift ber 9ldbel§fu'bx'er ! ©e£)eu ©ie 
15 d)n nur an ! 3tEe§, tuaS bie fd}reibcu. 

Utttform ! ©dbel ! (Gr fe^t ti)m 2 }iiii?e unb §ut auf.) 
33iu|e! §ut! ©0 foil er am granger ftefien! 
®ef(|unnb jum ©eri(j^t§f)alter ! 2}erl}5rt! S’U i^etteu 
unb Sauben uad) ber Siefibenj gefi^Iebbt! 

20 ®i>clmann. ©ad)te! ©ad 3 te! 

SRiditct. Sotcn fort! ®er ^ert ift nic^t allcin! 
3 )lan mu^ tl^u torquicren ! Stan mu& bie 93Ht= 
derfditDornen entbctfcn ! Stan mufs 3tcgimenter 
matfd^ieren laffen! Stan mufs §au§fu(^ung tun! 

25 3tur gemad^ ! — ©(^nab§/ ina§ finb 

ba§ fur ^offen? 

3 a eitel ^offen! 

^bcitnattn. SBo finb bie ISIeiber ^er? ©cfd)ltiinb! 
ic§ inei^ fd^on, 

30 ©ie fbnnen unmoglid; tuiffen, gndbiger 
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bafe ict) biefe i?ieiber mit beta ^an^cn milt= 
tdrifdfjen ^^arat t^on eirtem armen Seufel geerbi ^abe. 
mctmann^ ©eerbt ? @r bftest fonft 5U fteif)Ien. 
§oren 6ie mi(^ an! 

!!Kdttett> Sfiag itnrb er fagen? 5 

2tl§ bet Icfete Zxan^poxt ftan5ofii(f)er 
^tieg^gefangnen btird) bie 0tabt gebracf}! itHtbe — 

^un ? 

S(f)Iicf) id) au§ 9feitgierbe l^tuem. 
i^t>cimaun^ SSeiter 1 

S)a blieb im SSirts^aufe in bet Sorftabt 
ein armet S^enfei liegen, ber fef)r trant toar. 
milieu ift genn| nid)t tvatjx, 

t)etli^ieb. 

<S^ettnann. Sa§ ift fei)t tta^rfdieinlid). 

®r t)ermad)te mit feine ©ad)cn fiit bie 
3}iu'^e, bie ic^ mit genommen — 

(Bt^clmann^ 3t}n umsubtingen. 

Seftcf)enb ait§ biefem SRode nnb @dbet. 20 
IXnb bie SJlube? Sie Sofarbe? 
^^nap^. ganb id) in feinem 3Rantelfad nnter 
dten Snmben. 

®a fanb Sr fein ©eneral^b^^^^^^* 

3d) fern ^iet'l^er unb fanb ben ein^ 25 
fdltigen 9Jldtten. 

SP'ltittcn* Sen einfditigen 3[Rdrtcn? Set lXnt>cr= 
fdidmte! 

Seiber gelang e§ ntir nur ^ut ^dlfte; 
id) fonnte bie fd)bne SJtild) nid)t an^effen, bie id) 30 
eingedrodt t)atte. 3d) triegte batiiber eine Heine 
Siffeteng mit ©or gen — 

(Tibeltnann. Dbne Itmftdnbe! 3ft aEe§ bie xeme 
2Bat)t^eit, toa§ ®t fagt? 
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(Srfimbtgen @te fid} in bcr ©tabt 
Sd) angcbeu, mo id} ben 3}i;antciyad bcrfaiift 
tjahe, ®tcfc ©arberobe trug id) im 35 arbicrt)eutel 
]f)eruber. 

5 mirb fid) atte§ finben. 

©lauben Sie i(}nt nid)!! 

©bcitttamu ioei^, ma§ id) 311 tun I}abe. 

ginbet fid) atte§ \vat}X, fo mujs cine joId)C filcinigfett 
nid)t geriigt merben; fie erregt nur ©direden nub 
10 3 }liprauen in einein tul3igcn Sanbe, 2 Str I}abcn 
ni($t§ 3U befurd)ten. ^inber, debt euc^, bcfteltt euren 
Slder tDot)l unb l^altet gut 'i)au^\ 

S)a§ ift unjre ©ad)e. 

®abei b'teibfg. 

IS ©belmann^ Unb ®U(^, Sllter, foil c§ gum Sobe 
gereid}en, menu 3^}^' ®^^d} auf bie Ijiefige SanbSart 
unb auf bie SBittcrimg 0er)tel)t unb Suer ©den unb 
Srnten barnad) einrid3tct* {yrembe Sdnbcr laBt fur 
fid) forgen unb ben politifdjen .§immel bctrac^tet 
20 adenfaltS einmal ©onn= unb -gefttagS, 

S?ldrtctu SiS mirb mol^I ba§ 23 cfte fein. 

S 3 ei fid} fange feber an, unb er ioirb 
biel 3n tun finben. ®r benulje bie frieblic^c Seit, 
bic un§ gegonnt ift; er fdjaffe fief) unb ben ©cinigen 
25 einen red}tmd§igen SUorteif, fo mirb er bent ©angen 
SGorteif brtngen. 

mmcv (bet mbeffeu feme Urts^cbulb gejctgt bett, grcicbfam 
einfaltenb). Slbcr babci fann^§ bod} unmdglid) blciben! 
Sebenfen ©ic bie g^olgen! ©ingc fo ma§ ungeftraft 
3o]^in — 

5 ftur getaffen! Ungeitige ©ebotr, un= 
geitige ©trafen bringen erft bag libel IjerOor. ^n 
einem Sanbe, mo ber fjurft fid) Oor nteumnb t)er== 
fd}IieBt; mo aUe ©tdnbe billig gegen einanber benfen; 
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ivo niemanb ge'f)mbert ift, in feitter %xt tdtig 5U 
]dn; txD atuMtd)e Emfxi^ten unb ^euntniffe aUge- 
mein berbreitet finb : ba merben feine ^arteieu 
cnt]tei)m, 2Ba§ in ber SBelt gefd^teljt, ir?txb %n]= 
mcr!iamfeit erregen; aber aufriil^rertfc^e ©efimiungcn 5 
gait^er Slatioucn inerben feinen (Sinftu^ I^oben. SBir 
inerben in ber (Stitte ban!bar fein, ba^ irir einen 
I)eitern §intmel ixber nn§- je^^en, tnbe§ nnglufflid)e 
©emitter nnerincBlicfie ^Utrcn ber^ageCn. 

9 idfc^ ©§ I}brt iid) ^ftnen jo gut jul 10 

SSal3r^ajtig, Sftojel — jftcben (Bie toeiter, 
gndbiger §err! 

(gbelmann^ l^abc j(^on aHe^ gejagt. (©r 3iet3t 
Sdinabfen ^erbor.) IXnb loie bid tbill ba§ jdf)on ^eifeen, 
baB toir ixber bieje ^o'farbc, bicje 33 titt}e, biejen S^oct, 
bie jo biet ttbel in ber 3BeIt gcjtijtet !)abcn, einen 
SiixgenbtidE lac^en !onntcn! 

xcd)t Iddjerltd) flel^t @r aui, §err 

©cf)nab§ ! 

Sa, rc(^t albern! 

S)a§ muja id) mir tbol^l gejatten lajjen. 
ber 2Rtld] fdjietenb.) SBcxxn id) nur bor meinem 
5tb5ug bie anbere §dlfte ber batrxotij(^en Contribution 
ju mir nel^men burfte! 

9 ldfe* Bo gut joI[^§ ntd)t toerbenl 


25 




NOTES 


Page LINE 

17 . I. SRofe, SJldtten: this modification is still fre- 

quently to be met with in the Thuringian or Frankfurt 
dialects, one of which Goethe clearly took as the model 
for his dialogue. 

17. aSctttt fie nodi) fo gut u>drcl Instead of the note of 
exclamation, a comma would make the passage more com- 
prehensible, and at the same time be more in Accordance 
with German usage. 

20 . 13. id} utcine, im ^aufc get>otcn: 

hyperbole, of course, to convey a sense of perfect accord 
with his new' surroundings. 

30. Sottogctt)C* The w'hole plot or ^ie beibcn SBiUctg turns on 
the possession, now' by Gorge, now by Schnaps, of two 
notes, the one a hilkt-doux, the other a prize lottery-ticket. 
In the end, thanks to Rose’s originality, both remained in 
the hands of herself and her lover. Such a Sotto would 
probably consist of ninety numbers, five of which would be 
drawn every month. The would-be wunner w'ould choose 
one or more of these numbers, and, as often as not, insure 
it. If he happened to have guessed tw’o numbers rightly, 
his ticket was termed an „ambe," if three a if four 

a „quatcrne," etc. George had been lucky enough to 
guess a terne. 

21. 16. t here not with the original sense of being ‘ over- 

loud,' but rather tlie same meaning as in the phrase, ein 
b or tauter ^erl, ‘ a fellow w'ho is always pushing himself 
forw'ard. ’ 

22 . 18. f<ttU gCgdUgCUt a colloquialism common to all German 

dialects. 

24 . !;• % contrast with English, as tough or as hard as 

leather. No wonder Gorge has such kindly intentions 
tow'ards him ; cf. notes on p. 26. 

26 . 8. Cilte X Schnaps united in true old-fashioned 

style the callings of barber and doctor ; cf. note on p. 59. 

63 
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Page LINE 

26 . 3. : that Marten here puts in a claim of 

relationship, is doubtless to establish some slight degree of 
superiority over Schnaps in order that he may make him 
speak the truth. For further use of the word see Scene 12. 

16. fu citte in the stannnbaum Schnaps 

had invented an extraordinary story of a fortune left him 
by a deceased cousin in Surinam ; cf. p. 31. Both this 
and the following yarn had been solely intended to deceive 
Gorge and to benefit their inventor, Schnaps. 

20 . bett biefcn (Sttvcn i)*>rf)rtnfcbn(id)ctt 

: Schnaps had proved his Surinam story by 
a long pedigree (her (£tammhaum), showing the mighty 
deeds of bis ancestry since the time of Charlemagne. One 
of these predecessors of his, e.g. , had made love to 
Charlemagne’s daughter, another had hewn off the right 
hand of Kaiser Rudolf von Schwaben, etc. 

27, 24. u>ic bie s^ai^e nm ben bcif^en f&tcu Note the idiom : 

(£r foie bic urn beu I^eijscn 23rci, 

'he beats about the bush’ — generally, though not so in 
this case, without coming to the point. 

29. 8 . 25(Hibieitf(l<3fe^ Late in life (Dec. 1828 ) Goethe spoke to 

Eckermann about the actual wallet that was used on the 
Weimar stage as follows : „2)a§ S^Lcifen wit ben ©adiert 
war ein wirtdidf) f)iftoriyc^c§. fanb e§ ndmltd} 

3 ur Sett ber JRcholiitiDn auf meiner Sieife an ber 
fransbfiid^en (Brense, wo bic f^ludit ber ©migrierten 
burcbgcgangen war, nnb wo cw ciner wod)tc berloren 
ober weggeworfen baben. S)ic (Sad)cn, fo Wie fic tm 
©tiicf bor^mmen, waren alle barin; id) fdiricb banad) 
bic Scene, unb ba§ fyclleifen wit aflem 3tibcbbr fbiette 
nad)t)cr, nid)t gcxingem 5}crgnugen itniercr Scbdn= 
jbicter, immer wit, ]’o oft ba§ StiicE gegeben wurbe." 

22. bad tote ‘ the benedict's cap of honour.’ Cf. 

Ovid's croceo velatus arulctu. 

31 . 22. na(ib oftlnbifcf)cn (^cnctatgoubctneut t it was 

this gentleman who in the Stawmbauw had informed 
Schnaps that he was heir to a title and a vast estate ! 

33 . II, 0tcigt nuf ben SBoben! it may be as well to indicate 
once for all that the scene of the comedy is in all likelihood 
the large one-roomed farmhouse of the Thtiringef Wald. 
Above this one living-room is the loft or SBoben \ outside 
stands the i?ammer, not a room as its name would infer, 
but a sort of lean-to shed where wood or other stores, or 
perhaps agricultural implements, would be kept. 
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Page LINE 

34. 19. Utt^ SU tterfettt it is needless to continue to point out 
how skilfully Goethe constantly interlaces with his work 
threads from its two dramatic predecessors. 

36. 25. This was the name given in Germany to French 

coins, valued at about 4s. 6d. , which were struck during 
the Revolution. The word Saitb is used in allusion to the 
fact that on one side of the coin were stamped branches 
of laurel 

37. 27. SBeiypiel. 

38. 16 . hor. 

24. tttttXltlf iff, etc. This in spite of the fact that in the 
^eibcn SBihetS he had said, Urtbanf ift her SSelt 
53oT^n.'“ Schiiaps is in effect a superb representative of the 
idea conveyed by the word 3Dfaul^etbenhim, and Gorge 
gives the truth tersely though not politely when, in the 
piece just alluded to, he says : ,^(Scxn 31c auf ge^t immet 
tnie eine SBred^e.'* 

41. 8. another allusion to one of the 

mock dignities promised in the ©tammbaum. 

43. 20. fte QJidufC : Low German expression (see Sander’s 

SBoftcrbuc^) for ®df)tuterigfcitcn madf)cn, QtiiSftiicfite 
inacben. It is not in use in modern High German. 

44. 21. fautett etc. : sour milk with grated bread-crumbs 

and sugar is still a very well-known dish, particularly in 
North Germany. It is deemed a special delicacy on hot 
summer evenings, and being within the reach of all is 
widely partaken of. 

45. 2. jp^UcOf* almost obsolete. Instead of it, in the 

present case, one would say, ba§ gtaubc id) ! " 

Teiid^te or bdudjtc was the preterite of the old verb 
biinfen^ a gerundive form of which is to be met with five 
lines farther on in the te.xt. 

60. 21. itt bic cf. note on p. 33. 

62. 17. bcittitf)’ firf) nid)f ! Up to the end of the eighteenth 
century this use of ©r for Sic was common. By her use 
of it here Rose evidently wishes to assume an air of some 
superiority to the Richter. It is most characteristically 
employed, however, by the Edelmann in Scene 14, wlien 
the latter remarks to Schnaps, fouft gu ftcl)lcn.‘^ 

In this sense it was frequently employed by military officers 
to their men, for instance, even in the earlier decades of 
last century. 

65. 5. itt^JCttfiCtf : to-day this would mean ‘invented.’ The 

Richter's officious wish would have to be expressed by the 
CC97) 5 
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Pago line inbetltatiftcrt, if similar language to his own be 

desired. Ordinary folk would however say, „ 0a§ Jnhentar 
aufnef)nten." 

69. i6. as has already been pointed out an 

allusion, quite in the taste of Mohere, to Schnaps medical 
qualifications, 

hei fauae after a spice of Moliere one 

of Voltaire — il faut cidtiver son jardin. It was these 
didactic speeches of the Edelmann that Schiller wished 
rigorously to cut out, believing they injured the dramatic 
unity of the whole. 

itt cincnt £ani)C, etc. : surely an allusion to Sachsen 
Weimm and Karl August in xyPS- the well-known 

lines in Saffo: ebler ailenfd^ eble 3)fenfd)eii 

an," etc. 


60. 22. 


32 - 



EXERCISES 


Unless told otherwise, the word “you” in these Exercises is to be 
translated by 5k, and not as in the text. 

I. Scene i 

1. Rose came to the door in order to say good-bye 
to George, who was going out into the meadows. 

2. There he was going to dig out molehills. 

3. Here is some good soup ; enjoy it 

4. The children kissed their hands to each other 
whilst the train was steaming out of the station. 

5. When George went off at last to his work, Rose 
promised to follow him almost immediately. 

6. She told him he had forgotten something, so he 
looked at his coat to see what was the matter. But 
that was not what she meant ! 

II. Scene 2 

Rose told the earl with marked emphasis that his 
engagement was known and that he was to make no 
secret of it. George also, with many bows, asked per- 
mission to offer his congratulations. Thereupon the 
earl smilingly asked what grounds they had for their 
suspicions, which, by the by, he neither confirmed nor 
denied. George said he had first smelt a rat when on a 
recent occasion a certain young lady was on a visit to 
her aunt. He believed in marriage, though he admits 
that at one time he had tortured his wife by reason of 
his jealousy. 
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III. Scene 2 

1. They wrung each other’s hands. 

2. Through reading the newspapers the old man 
only perplexed himself and worried about affairs con- 
cerning which he knew nothing. 

3. At your home it is always so quiet and peaceful. 

4. The best thing you can do is to ask a policeman. 

5. Take care that you never get into debt. 

6. I was just considering how I could improve my 
farm and the rest of my (fonftige) property. 

7. You will be glad to hear that they are very capable 
young people. 

IV 

Write a short account of the French Revolution. 

V. Scenes 2 and 3 

‘‘ I suppose there will be a lot of stir up at the castle 
again, just as there was during the lifetime of your late 
mother. What a woman she was ! If anyone was sick 
or in trouble she was always the first to be applied to. 
If they burnt themselves, she always knew of wonder- 
working ointments. And if you will only look out 
some one resembling her, and that without further delay, 
everybody will be delighted.” Having said this she 
hurried into the house, where the old man grumbled at 
her for being absent so long. 

VI. Scene 4 

1. We chatted together for a while. 

2. You look after him well, but you forget me com- 
pletely, 

3. No, I don’t. 

4. If you promised that, everything must remain as 
it was before. 
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5. He didn’t answer me. 

6. There is something good for yon in the arbour, 
but I shan’t tell you what it is, 

7. I am not cross. Good-bye. I shall be taking a 
walk out myself presently. 

VIL Scenes 5 and 6 

Martin remained alone in the house. Schnaps, a 
queer rascal who knew everything, had told him as they 
met in the street on the previous day, that he would 
come and see him when George was out. This he did, 
though with many precautions. He was a little man, 
and said that as far as greatness was concerned, it was a 
matter of the mind rather than of the body. He held 
(erKdtert), being modest like other great men, that even 
he did not know everything. He was glad to feel that 
there were people in the world who knew how to prize 
such a model man as he was, and he had received a 
most important commission, through which he would 
become a person of immense influence. 

VIIL Introduction 

Explain in your own words the meaning of the phrase 
found at the head of this play : 3h3eite Q’Ortfe^ung ber 
beiben SiHetg. 


IX. Scene 6 

M. Now look me straight in the eyes. 

S, That is just what I am doing. How you can 
bear my gaze is more than I can understand. 

M. Isn’t this affair which you are so anxious to tell 
me abSut, one of your East Indian stories, or some yarn 
or other about your high and mighty ancestry ? 

X Certainly not. That was all pure jesting, but 
now I am perfectly serious. 



70 


DER BURGERGENERAL 


M. Well, I should like to be convinced on that head, 
for I am extremely inquisitive to know what you are 
aiming at (im ©inne ()ahen). 

S, Then if you are sure there are no eavesdroppers, 
I will tell you. Probably you know that the world- 
famous Jacobins seek out the cleverest men in every 
country under heaven. Now my fame has crossed the 
Rhine, and for over six months they have been trying to 
win me over to their cause. 

X. Scene 6 

A week ago I was sent for into the town to come 
and cure a foreigner who had broken his leg. I was 
amazed that they hadn’t sent for a regular practitioner, 
but I was still more astonished to find my patient in as 
good health as I was myself. He fell on my neck, 
called me “Most worthy citizen Schnaps,” and informed 
me that he was a deputy from the Jacobin Club. Then, 
after further embraces, he presented me with all these 
things — cap, uniform, cockade, and sabre, which you 
can see in my wallet. Novr you know all about it 

XI. Scene 6 

Martin cannot help (fann nxdjt iimfjin) remarking 
how the cockade brightens up Schnaps’ old hat, but 
when asked whether he would not like to wear a similar 
one, he drily explains that that would depend ! He 
also thinks that even when Schnaps has assembled his 
looo valiant, honourable, and right-thinking men, it 
would be better for a revolution to break out anywhere 
rather than in his own village. He then hears some- 
thing of even greater importance, however, — tlTat the 
deputy had created Schnaps a general, with authority to 
march at the head of his brave troops and to lead them 
to glorious victory. 
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XII. Introduction 

Describe the change mought in Goethe by his stay 
in Italy. 


XIII. Scene 6 

S. Don’t call me Mr. General. Call me Citizen- 
General. No man is a gentleman nowadays. 

M. Yes, but where will all this lead you to ? 

N. My highest and ultimate task is to disseminate 
the principles of liberty, equality, and fraternity. 

M. Hullo, here comes George running ! _ 

6-. mat would happen to my sacred principles if 1 
were discovered? Hide me somewhere. 

Will you climb up into the loft? 

S. Yes, give me my wallet and the things, 
course you will not imagine me afraid. I am climbing 
up this ladder purely for prudence’ sake. _ 

Ah, yes, I understand ! Your motives are most 

praiseworthy. But hurry up ! 


XIV. Scene ^ 

George came hurrying into the house with a stick, 
for Rose had told him she had seen Schnaps lurking 
about when she came away. He was violently angry 
and told Martin that Schnaps was up to all sorts or 
trickery, and that he never ceased to torment and 
distress Rose even now she was married. He would 
willingly pay any fine, simply to have the ° 

Thrashing such a rascal. He bore him an additiona 
grudae, too, for separating him from his wife now, ]ust 
when they were ready to have their lunch in the ar ou . 
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XV. Scene S 

1. With the phrase, “The most dangerous folk are 
set up aloft now,” Martin attempts to make a pun. 

2. I don't like that man. He is a ne'er-do-weel, and 
how he has succeeded in winning such honours, I cannot 
make out. 

3. As Schnaps had been covered with hay, he dusts 
his clothes as he descends the ladder. 

4. He seemed to be in great despair, and I felt that 
in any case I must flatter him, lest he should betray us. 

5. Yes, he has gone and is now a long way off. Did 
you see him running like the wind ? 

6. Slip out at the front door. 

7. No, it would look too suspicious. 

8. Is anyone knocking at the door? 


XVI 

Describe the scene where the “ General is compelled 
to hide himself under the hay. 


XVII. Scene 9 

A. (aside). How mean he is ! But the doors rattle 
so, the locks must be in a poor state. 

M. Now, be quick ! And remember you are the 
one who risks most. 

S. There is no hurry. But as you are a sensible 
man, I can explain things better by means of a parable. 

M. Don't bump into me. I don't like it, and, 
besides, it's rude. 

A. Please excuse me. Only when I am in a revolu- 
tionary mood could I do such a thing, 

M Well, you must keep your distance from me. 
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S, Listen ! We shall attack the castle and assault 
the baron. 

Who will? 

S. I and 999 other honest armed men. 

XVIIT. Scene 9 

Martin doesn’t like the plan, but he is told that 
gratitude is the first of the virtues that are to be 
abolished, and that ingratitude is a most convenient 
thing to keep by one. He is asked to imagine that 
Schnaps comes with his contingent of 999 citizens, 
more or less 3 that in the name of liberty and equality 
he is summoned to open his storerooms and cellars ; 
that the insurgents are hungry and have no money, 
whereas he has plenty of everything; and that any 
explanations he may make are mere divagations. He 
must not oppose anything that is done, and must 
remember that all these things are simply being per- 
formed metaphorically. 

XIX. Scene 9 

1. When Rose sees that the lock is ruined and that 
the hinges are tom down, she won’t put up with such 
abominable conduct. 

2. avons change tout cela^ and we don’t cheat 
anybody in these days. 

3. I can’t see very clearly why you should have been 
made a general 

4. A big jug of milk stands on the table, but be sure 
you don’t touch it. 

5. We were glad to hear that he told you frankly he 
would^have nothing to do with the matter. 

6. It is your duty to learn new thoughts of freedom 
and equality whether you want to or not. 

7. I am not unwilling to learn. 
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XX. Introduction 

What did Goethe really wish to accomplish with the 

SBitrgergencral ? 


XXI, Scene 9 

Now you are to imagine that this jug represents a 
village or a town or a fortress. My burghers and I 
approach it and summon it to surrender. It refuses 
and we commence a cannonade of the place. Having 
captured it we enter and I address my comrades as 
follows : Brother citizens, unfortunately you are not at 
peace with one another. Your original condition of 
liberty you have abandoned, and I find amongst you 
rich people, whom we will compare to this sour cream, 
people of the middle classes in comfortable circum- 
stances, whom we may compare to the curds, and 
finally, members of the nobility, whom we will compare 
to this bread. 


XXII. Scenes 9 and 10 

1. Cut as much off as is necessary. 

2. That is to last me for the week ; don’t touch it. 

3. The choicest possessions always fall into the hands 
of the lords spiritual, who may therefore fittingly be 
represented by this piece of sugar. 

4. He thought some one was coming, but it was only 
the wind rustling among the withered leaves. 

5. Who are you? Can it be you are my doughty 

old friend X ? 

6. Not a soul is stirring. 

7. Stir these things up in the jug. 

8. Disguise yourself and slip out at the back door. 

9. In my mind all is clear . . . but stay, isn’t some- 
body listening? 
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XXIII. Scene io 

Martin says he can foresee nothing good in what is 
going on in his house, but Schnaps pays no heed to 
him and sits down to partake of his meal, simply telling 
Martin not to be afraid of him, since all men are now 
equal. When George comes in, however, there is no 
more eating or jesting. Schnaps calls on all the saints 
to defend him and to deliver him ; he likewise fortifies 
himself from George’s bloivs behind the table and the 
chairs. He takes his sabre, puts himself on guard, but 
at last is chased from the room. 

XXIV 

Describe some other comedies you have read, and 
state which of them is your favourite. 

XXV. Scene ii 

G. He has locked himself in, but he shan’t get 
away. 

M, He hit my leg and I can only limp along now. 
Would you mind opening the door for Rose? 

G. He shall be handed over to the police immediately. 

M. No ! Not so 1 No one must betray Schnaps, 
for he is an ambassador from the Jacobin Club. W’e 
must hasten to tell them there has been much ado about 
nothing. 

R. I can’t get over it. Just look . . . my beautiful 
jug ! 

M. Never mind that. We must devise something 
to save our necks. 

Rf Tell them what a rare drubbing George has given 
that rascally barber. 

M. Splendid ! Why didn’t I think of that at first I 
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XXVL Scene 12 

Then the judge made his way in to investigate the 
affair. Rose pretended to confess that she had been 
quarrelling with George, had given him a box on the 
ear, and had cried out for help when he had struck 
back. The judge, however, showed that he knew she 
was telling an untruth, and soon afterwards he found 
the doujief rouge and the cockade, and asserted that 
their house was a nest of conspirators and traitors. He 
said he believed they had already sworn to hang him on 
the nearest post, and that when they appeared before 
the bench they would fare badly. 

XXVII. Scenes 12 and 13 

1. How glad he would be to hear that such mis- 
creants had been discovered ! 

2. He brought all these things into the house during 
my absence. Do help me out, milord. 

3. I chased him into the shed and he at once 
fastened himself inside. 

4. Aren't you a trifle too credulous, and haven’t I 
heard that you are at times somewhat inquisitive ? 

5. He took me in so completely, for he seemed 
acquainted with the weightiest matters. 

6. He must have prepared himself this sour milk, 
and have poured in sugar and bread-crumbs and all 
that was necessary. 

7. That was his way of proceeding. 

XXVIII 

Write a description of an imaginary journey from 
London to Weimar. 
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XXIX. Scene 13 

Edelmann, If he said he was Citizen-Generai and 
misbehaved himself, he only did the same things as his 
colleagues have done in other provinces. In many 
places, however, things have been far worse. At first, 
well-meaning but senseless folk have joined them, to 
whom they promised all manner of fine things. Then 
as they have become stronger, they have done so ill 
that in the end their proceedings have terminated in 
robbery and murder. We have got off easily here and 
we ought to be duly grateful for it. 

XXX. Scene 14 

WTien Schnaps is led in by peasants, the judge hails 
him as the ringleader in the whole plot and wishes to 
drag him off to the capital in fetters. He also thinks 
that if he were put to the torture they would discover 
the names of his fellow-conspirators. Schnaps admits, 
in answer to the Edelmann, that all his fine trappings 
had been left him by a poor French soldier whom he 
had attended medically, but who unfortunately had 
succumbed, in spite of all his well-known skill. The 
Edelmann thereupon suggests, in Moli^resque fashion, 
that the soldier had bequeathed Schnaps his belongings 
in consideration of the pains the latter had taken to 
make an end of him. Schnaps makes no reply to the 
jests, but continues to narrate how he had taken in that 
simpleton, Martin, unfortunately only wdth moderate 
success. 


^ XXXI. Scene 14 

1. If you doubt my speaking the truth, make in- 
quiries in the town. 

2. I need no advice, thank you. 



